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For The Sunday-School Times. 
STUMBLING-BLOCKS. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


My neighbor may be lost in sin, 
And careless of his state; 

Bat his offence no virtue gives 
To make my sins less great. 


My neighbor's garden may be fair, 
And many a fragrant vine 

May clamber o’er the rugged wall, 
To lend a charm to mine; 


But if I plant no roses there, 
No seeds of beauty sow, 

My plet will be asterile place, 
Where only weeds will grow. 


Another’s faults shall put no bar 
Across my onward path; 

Another’s doings will not stay 
God's mercy or God’s wrath. 


The victory is for me to win; 
A kingdom is at stake; 

Shall Satan then prevent success 
In sught I undertake? 


The stumbling-blocks that fill my way 
Will speedily depart, 

If, of my sins, I cleanse my own, 
And not my neighbor's heart. 
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WEEDS AND BUGS. 


BY THE REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY. 


HAD gardening ‘'on thebrain.’”’ During 

the winter I had read the books on 
Gardening, and the Catalogues containing 
such beautiful pictures of vegetables, and, 
as a consequence, I was thoroughly persua- 
ded that gardening was a delightful science, 
as well as a remunerative art. As soon as 
the weather would permit, and with much 
labor the garden was made. During this 
process a vague suspicion arose in my mind 
that the books had wisely omitted to say 
anything about blistered hands, back 
aches, &c. However, I got bravely through 
this part, and the garden, with its trim 
beds like the regiments of an army, looked 
exceedingly well. ‘The rains descended, 
and I watched with a secret joy the coming 
up of the various seeds. 


But then the fight commenced. Smart- 
weed came up so thick and fast that I had 
to come to the rescue of the struggling 
onion, salsify, and radish plants. The 
smart-weed was cleared out, andI breathed 
free again. Soon another enemy appeared; 
purslane came up and was about to choke 
the precious plants. Then smart-weed 
came up again and renewed the attack ; in 
the meantime the cut-worms had a mar- 
vellously sweet tooth for the wrong plant, 
and then the bugs brought up the rear, 80 














that I ended the summer with a distinct 
impression on my mind, namely, that gar- 
dening by book, and gardening in prac- 
tice, are two very different things. The 
catalogues with the pretty pictures say 
nothing about the weeds and the bugs. 

We have in this a parable Hlustrating 
spiritual things. Church work, Sunday- 
school work, philanthropic work of any 
hind resembles gardening. The theory 
and the practice are two very different 
things. It is good, no doubt, to meet to- 
gether in convention, and have the heart 
stirred with glowing speeches, but I have 
sometimes wished that these good people 
who make speeches would remember the 
weeds and the bugs. However pleasant it 
may read in a paragraph of the religious 
paper, it will be found that ordinary sin- 
ners are not converted by placing a tract 
under their nose. 

Christian worker, go into the field ex- 
pecting rough work. Remember the weeds 
and the bugs. That Sabbath-school teacher 
who expects to stand by with gloves on 
and see the plants spring up in the Lord’s 
garden, as if by magic, will be disappoint- 
ed. There is rough work before you. 
There is heart-wearying work before you. 
Enthusiasm is good, and hope is good, but 
that quality of mind described by the word 
pluck is better. 


Se 
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COMFORTERS, 


667 FEAR I shall have to go to the alms- 
house,’’ said poor Miss Stackpole, 
wiping her eyes and shaking her head. 
“Tt’s very hard to have worked as I have 
all my life, always to have paid my way, 
and then, in my old age, to die a pauper.”’ 

‘““Have faith in God!”’ said Mrs. Tomp- 
kins, rising and drawing her lace shawl 
over her rich silk dress. ‘‘ You remember 
what David said about the righteous never 
being forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 
Good-morning, Miss Stackpole.’’ 

To another member of the church Miss 
Stackpole took her sad story. She was 
losing her eyesight. She could no longer 
see to do even very plain work—and her 
needle was her only dependence. She was 
very feeble, too! and though a neighbor 
would give her a room, how was she to get 
food and elothes and fire? The church 
could not help her much, for it was doing 
all it could for its poor now. Yet she was 
heart-broken at the thought of the alms- 
house. 

‘*T will do all I can for you, Miss Stack- 
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pole,’ said Mrs. Hilton, tenderly, ‘‘ and to- 
morrow I will see some of the ladies, and 
try if we cannot take up a subscription for 
you, payable monthly or weekly. Just 
trust in our heavenly Father, dear friend. 
We are all his children, and he will surely 
take care of us. 


“Even down to old age, all my people shall prove, 
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love. 

And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn, 
Like lambs they shall still on my bosom be borne.” 


Miss Stackpole went on her way, com- 
forted. By which of the two comforters, 
think you? ITANTHE. 


<> «—__-____ 
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HAVE A CARE! 


it is sometimes terrifying to a thoughtful 
mind, to reflect that nothing is done by 
itself. One action does not stand alone. It 
puts in motion a train. As the pebble 
which a foot starts rolling down the hill- 
side dislodges a hundred others, and sets 
them rolling too, so our words, our deeds, 
trifling in themselves, are often the impel- 
ling causes of others, which may be mo- 
mentous. 

A Christian’s most powerful influence is 
not exerted when he has on his best cloth- 
ing and his Sabbath-day looks. The Sab- 


} bath look must last the week through, the 


unspotted garments must be worn on week- 
days. In the field, in the shop, in the 
house, at the table, when things go wrong, 
when trials come, the Christian’s influence 
is at work. Unconscious of it himself, he 
is perhaps doing most for his Master when 
he is only trying to be calm and patient, or 
only doing his best in the thing that lies 
close to his hand. So, in an especially ear-° 
nest way he should pray, ‘‘ Lead me not 
into temptation,” for every time he falls he 
may cause some one else to fall too. Watch- 
ful eyes are ever on thee! servant of the 
living God! Take care how thou livest! 


Children catch unconsciously the tone of 
the people they live with. In our classes 
as we look on this one and that, we can 
tell from the expressions, the gestures, the 
manner of speech and address, from what 
sort of home each has come. This has been 
reared in an atmosphere of culture, that 
among honest, plain people, who care little 
for the refinements of life, its esthetic wants, 
so that they have daily bread, while an- 
other still has never known the meaning 
of home, in the crowded cellar, where she 
has put forth shoots like a stunted plant. 
Dress has nothing todo with this. The 
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tone of everyday life strikes deeper, and 
shows itself in a hundred little ways. 

Just so it is with Christian influence. 
If one has communion with God, his face 
will shine, and others will see and know 
it. If one loves his Bible he will linger 
over it, not at set times merely, but often. 
Others will see that it is a precious thing 
to him, and will recognize one of the marks 
of ‘‘ Jesus Christ’s men.’’? Every one who 
has professed to be on the Lord’s side, is 
like ‘‘a city set on an hill,’’ and conscious- 
ly or unconsciously, is showing a light. 

M. E. M. 





oe 
For The Sunday-School Times, 


DROP BY DROP. 


BY MRS, J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


E waste time and effort in trying to 
pour into a child’s mind too many 
truths at once. You have seen little crys- 
tal bottles for containing attar of roses, so 
small that theycould hold but asingle drop of 
the costly perfume. However much you 
might pour after that would be utterly wast- 
ed. This issomething likeachild’s mind. Its 
capacity is small, and its powers of retain- 
ing that which is good are very limited. 
One well fixed truth is worth more than a 
volume of instructions which are only 
suffered to run over. One precious drop 
of faith in God, in his word, in his faithful- 
ness to his promises, out-weighs all the 
gold of the world. 

Strive to excite this faith in your scholars’ 
heart. Tell them various incidents illustra- 
ting God’s answer to prayer in ways thatare 
easy to be understood. Teach them to re- 
cognize all good things as coming directly 
to us from the Lord Jesus, and you have 
laid a good foundation on which to build 
in-future a substantial Christian character. 
Teach one truth at a time, and make it as 
impressive asyoucan. Ask questions upon 
itin various ways, so that you may wake up 
the child’s interest, an:1 try to have your il- 
lustrations so striking that he shall think 
and talk them over with others. Thus may 
you sow the good seed broadcast, where 
you least look for it. Many things we for- 
get, but rarely the impressive stories we 
heard in our childhood. 
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TRYING TO BE GOOD. 


66 ARY, isn’t it time you were a Chris- 
tian ?”’ 

‘*Oh, Miss H—, I have tried and tried 
to be one for ever so long, but I can’t.”’ 

‘* How did you try ?” 

‘*Why, I tried to be good. Mr. S—— 
preached to the children, you know, and 
told us if we would be happy and go to hea- 
ven, we must be good; so I commenced 
then to try and be just as good as I could.” 

‘* How did you try? ‘Tell me about it.” 

‘Why, first I resolved to say my prayers 
every night and morning, and read three 
chapters in the Bible eyery day. I 
wouldn’t speak any more cross words and 
get angry, and ever so many other things,”’ 

‘* Well, how have you succeeded ?”” 








‘*T never did so badly in my life. Every- 
thing goes wrong. I get vexed every day, 
and then I feel cross to think I cannot keep 
my temper. I read my chapters and say 
my prayers, but I don’t love to. I’m not 
a bit happier than I used to be, nor so 
happy, either. How shall I be good?” 

‘“My dear child, you’have been trying a 
hard and wrong way. Trying to be good 
will never make you a Christian. You 
have a sinful heart, full of evil, as you have 
found; as long as you have that you will 
keep doing wrong all the time. The very 
first thing you must do is, go to Jesus and 
give him your heart. Tell him how bad it 
is, and that youcannot make it a bit better. 
Give it to him just asitis. Let him keep 
it for you. He will make it good by wash- 
ing it in his precious blood. Will you do 
this ?”’ . 

‘* Ts that all I have to do?”’ 

‘Yes, it is all you can do.” 

‘*T am so glad Jestis will doit forme. I 
always thought you must be good before he 
would love you, and I couldn’t be good. I 
was afraid he never would love me. If he 
will make me good, I will go to him as 
quick as I can and just as I am.” 

S. R. M. 





> <> 
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SUNDAY SCHOLAR’S HYMN. 


The little birds at early dawn 

Sing joyfully of coming morn, 

And so we little children sing 

About the coming of our King; 

He went away, but promised then 

That soon He would return again,— 
Oh, Alleluia! soon again! 


The day is near, the clouds will break, 
And children from their sleep will wake, 
While through the clouds, the face divine 
Of Christ, the blessed Lord, will shine! 
He will not leave us comfortless, 
He comes His little ones to bless,— 

Oh, Alleluia! comes to bless, 


As birds from every nest and spray 

Are warbling heralds of the day, 

So we, the Sabbath children bring 

Our earliest song of welcoming; 

We, least of earth, are taught to raise 

The heavenly song of love and praise,— 
Oh, Alleluia! love and praise! 


‘Behold, He comes!’’ Oh, praise our King! 

Oh, join our song of welcoming! 

Oh, Alleluia! day is near, 

And Christ our Lord will soon appear; 

A little while He went away, 

But soon He comes again to stay !— 

Oh, Alleluia! comes to stay! #H.. 8. 
A er ee 
WATCH, FiguHt, PRAY.—‘' The battle is 

not yours, but God’s.’’—2 Chron. 20: 15. 
Does any Sunday-school teacher find his 
work easy? Is there one who has nothing 
to struggle against—nothing in himself— 
nothing in his scholars? Let such a one 
beware. When aman is heartily striving 
to do God’s work, Satan is not backward in 
opposing him. We may win the hearts of 
our scholars to ourselves by kindness and 
friendliness of manner; we cannot win 
them to the Saviour without earnest and 
prayerful effort. Let us not be too easy. 
Why does the Christian need the ‘‘ whole 
armor of God’’ but because there is a battle 
to be fought? We may not be placed in 





the vanguard—not appointed to lead the 
forlorn hope; our duty may be more that of 
defence than of attack. But if we are in 
God’s battle, we need to be fully awake to 
the strife going on around us, alwayson the 
watch to do our part as Christ’s soldiers,— 
From the English. 
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A DESERTED CLASS. 
HOW THE TEACHER BROUGHT IT TOGETHER, 


66 T AM at a loss what to do,” said a super- 

intendent to his pastor. ‘‘ Miss True- 
man is so unpopular with her class that it 
seems necessary either to make a change 
of teachers, or to lose the scholars from the 
school. It is difficult to do the first with- 
out injury toher feelings, and I am exceed- 
ingly reluctant to do the last.’”?’ It wasan 
unpleasant position. Miss Trueman was 
one of the senior teacher, earnest and 
faithful, familiar beyond others with the 
Scriptures, and of the most undoubted 
piety. Among the young girls just enter- 
ing womanhood, who formed Miss True- 
man’s class, was one disaffected spirit who 
through some girlish pique had contracted 
a dislike for the new teacher, and meant 
that it should be shared by the other mem- 
bers of the class. In her efforts to bring 
about this result she was only too success- 
ful. Matters had come to a crisis. A 
change of teachers, or the loss of these 
scholars from*the school, seemed to be the 
inevitable choice. The embarrassed super- 
intendent was shut up to this dilemma. 
What should he do? 


It was at length decided to give the 
teacher all the benefit of a fair trial. Mat- 
ters were to be allowed to take their course, 
andif the teacher could keep her scholars, 
notwithstanding their purpose to leave, a 
victory would certainly be gained. If she 
could not win them to remain, they could 
in due time, after leaving, be brought back 
again under a new class organization. 


The next Sabbath there was but one 
scholar present belonging to Miss True- 
man’s class. This was the case for several 
succeeding Sabbaths. The prospect evi- 
dently did not brighten. So long, however, 
as the earnest teacher was faithful to the 
one scholar, no interference was offered. 
Inquiries for the absent scholars were not 
wanting on Miss Trueman’s part. She 
kept herself informed of their movements. 
Having once received them into her charge, 
she considered them her scholars still. At 
last sickness came to the house of the one 
who had been most active in stirring up 
strife. That scholar, as well as other mem- 
bers of the family, were helpless in pain and 
prolonged suffering. The unpopular teacher 
was untiring in her attentions. She was 
constant and unwearied in her services. 
Through the winter snows she went to 
them, and in night watches she ministered 
to them as few would or could have done. 
The battle was evidently won. Months 
had passed since the desertion from the 
class. With returning health the leader 
came back to the school and to her former 
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place. The old scholars fell into their 
places, and new ones came in. Miss True- 
man’s class became one of the largest and 
most prosperous in the school. 

Now it is likely that no amount of argu- 
ment, or appeal, or discipline could have 
had one tithe the effect that this simple, 
loving service had in this instance. The 
Spirit of the Master had been so lovingly 
revealed in these ministrations of his fol- 
lower that there was naught for the shame- 
stricken heart to do but to yield. 

In the successful organization of a class, 
time sometimes has to play its part through 
patient waiting. Happy the teacher who 
having accepted the charge as from the 
Lord, is able, under difficulties and dis- 
couragements, to wait patiently and trust- 
ingly, yet with unslackened effort. Verily 
such shall be blessed. The way may look 
dark. But if the teacher will plead the 
promises, God will vindicate his faithful- 
ness in ways which shall have in them 
a richness of reward for all the waiting. 
Havine given grace to accept the work, he 
will not deny himself, but will also give 
his blessing in the end, M. HB. C. 
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PRAYING FOR ONE MONTH. 


W* are often impatient or disheartened 
because God does not answer our 
prayers as soon as we expected, and are 
ready to fear he has forgotten us. 

Two ladies resolved once to pray one 
month for the conversion of the husband 
of one of them, who was a worldly man of 
business. They felt that one month would 
be ample time for the Lord to accomplish 
this great work, and that it must certainly 
be in accordance with his will that they 
should ask this. So they prayed earnestly 
every day, for the month, fully expecting 
a favorable answer. They deferred making 
plans for the summer, until the end of the 
month, feeling that then all their prospects 
and desires as a household would be 
changed. But when the month was ended, 
they were greatly staggered to find that the 
husband seemed as worldly and indifferent 
as before. He was entirely ignorant of their 
efforts for him, and [ think their only de- 
pendence had been on prayer. It was 
much as if a pious scholar should pray to 
have a perfect lesson, and neglect ail effort 
to secure it, or the husbandman should 
pray for a good harvest, and neglect to till 
his ground. 

We may ask what we will of our heaven- 
ly Father, but we should not dictate the 
ways by which he must work. That is 
better left to his infinite wisdom. When 
we have great things to ask of him, a cor- 
responding humility should characterize 
our petitions. Though we may come witha 
holy boldness in Christ’s name, we can ask 
nothing for the sake of our own meritorious 
faith. Even that is his gift, and one grain 
of self-righteousness, is like the ‘‘ dead fly 
in the ointment of the apothecary.” 

It is idle to pray without using the means 
he gives us for securing an answer to our 
There is a power in the earnest, 


prayers. 














heartfelt word, in the tearful eye, showing 
the depth of feeling, and anxious interest 
in the soul’s welfare of our friend, which 
cannot fail to impress the heart. It would 
effect us little to be told that one was pray- 
ing for us, when we met them every day, 
without seeing any manifestation of such 
interest in word or look. 

We must not give over, if answers seem 
to be delayed, even while the words are on 
our lips. God may be preparing events, 
and the hearts of men thousands of miles 
remote from us, just to answer our prayer. 
[t is a souree of interest and profit to us to 
trace out these wonderful linksin his chain 
of providences, when they come under our 
notice. They help to strengthen our faith 
and enlarge our views of the greatness of 
God’s power and omniscience. J. E. L. 
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CHRIST ALL-SUFFICIENT. 


66 (NHRISTIANS might avoid much un- 

happiness,” says Dr. Payson, ‘‘if 
they would but believe that God is ‘ble to 
make them happy without anything else. 
God has been depriving me of one blessing 
after another, but as every one was re- 
moved, he has come in and filled up its 
place, and now when I am a cripple, and 
not able to move, I am happier than ever I 
was in my life before, or ever expected to 
be, and if I had believed this twenty years 
ago, I might have been spared much 
anxiety.’’ 

The bee can find honey in the most 
prickly, thorny flower. So our bitterest 
trials hold the sweetest mercy-drops. If 
Christ gives us himself along with them, 
we have nothing more toask. Buta mur- 
muring rebellious spirit will never receive 
this blessing. We must be passivein God’s 
hand, and he will lift us up. Noone can 
know the conflicts passing hourly in hearts 
that are the nearest to us, or the unseen 
victories achieved, which in God’s sight 
are greater than taking a city. 

Faith in the Lord Jesus is the only true 
consolation in trouble. ‘‘I would run wild 
into thearms of Christ,’’ said Luther, ‘ if 
hestood with a drawn swordin his hand.”’ 
‘*T will trust him though he slay me,”’ has 
been the language of many a Christian 
since the days of Job, and we all at last, 
shall be able to say— 

“With mercy and with judgment, 
My web of time he wove, 
And aye the dews of sorrow 
Were lustred with his love. 
I’ll bless the hand that guided, 
I’ll bless the heart that planned, 


When throned where glory dwelleth, 
In Immanuel’s land.” 


a rm 


WATCHING OVER THE CHILDREN.—A 
correspondent of The Congregationalist 
desires to call the attention of parents to 
the relations of domestic servants to their 
children, a relation which he thinks is not 
seldom attended with the very worst of evil 
influences to the latter: 

‘‘Train upa child in the way he should 
go,’? means more than pious exhortation at 
family prayers and instruction in a Sun- 





day-school. The father who commends his 
child to God at the family altar, and leaves 
him to the corrupting influence of his help, 
or to inhale the moral malaria of the village 
at evening, will find ere long, the respon- 
sibility of results laid at his own door. 
Spasmodie training is no substitute for 
watchful interest. Know the influence of 
domestics over your children, and their in- 
timates in the town. Teach the child 
while you may, to confide all its secrets to 
you. To your boy, make home the hap- 
piest spot on earth, especially at the even- 
ing hour. And by all means save him 
from that sophistry of Satan, that in order 
to be guarded against vice and immo- 
rality, he must learn of them, at least 
through the filthy drippings of the press. 
Proper watchfulness, with prayer and ex- 
hortation, is requisite for the family bless- 
ing; for the want of this, many an Absa- 
lom has gone forth from the Christian 
homes of New England to bring grey hairs 
in sorrow to the grave. 

—————> <> ~ 

A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE.—The follow- 
ing instance, reported by a missionary ef 
the American Sunday-School Union, labor- 
ing in Kentucky, is but the legitimate fruit 
of such labors as it has appeared in many 
another field similarly blessed : 

‘*Stoner’s Sunday-school was organized 
three years ago, with four teachers and 
thirty scholars. A large distillery was then 
in operation, one mile from the school- 
house; men and boys met there on Sunday 
to drink whisky, play cards, run _ foot- 
races, shoot at a mark, &e., &. ‘through 
the influence of the Sunday-school the dis- 
tiller was led to abandon his way of living 
and become a Christian; and at the last 
visit of the missionary thanked God for 
sending him to them, gave him a donation 
for his Sunday-school mission, and promised 
to labor to build up the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. The school is five miles from any 
church, and a promising effort is made to 
build a church there. The Sabbath is 
strictly observed now, and good order is 
maintained. 








———- (6. > e_-—_-- 
THE secret mysteries of a divine life, ofa 
new nature, of Christ formed in our hearts, 
they cannot be written or spoken. A 
painter that would draw a rose, though he 
may furnish some likeness of it in figure 
and color, yet he can never paint the scent 
and fragrancy ; or if he would draw a flame 
he cannot put a constant heat into its co- 
lors; he cannot make his pencil draw a 
sound. Neither are we able to inclose in 
words and letters the life, soul and essence 
of any spiritual truths, and, as it were, to 
incorporate it in them.—Cudworth. 
~~ <= 
BETTER to weave in the web of life 
A bright and golden filling, 
And to do God’s will with a ready heart, 
And hands that are swift and willing, 
Than to snap the minute delicate threads 
Of our curious life asunder, 
And then biame heaven for the tangled ends, 
And sit and grieve and wonder. 





(eet 

The greatest pleasure I know is todoa 
good action by stealth and have it found 
out by accident.—Lambd. 
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Publishers’ Aotices. 





Please consult this column every week. 





Sunday-School Banners.—To awaken en- 
thusiasm and encourage laudable effort, it is 
becoming a custom in many Sabbath-schools 
to have one or more Banners, either to repre- 
sent the entire school, or individual classes. 
The Banner usually bears some expressive 
motto, with an appropriate emblem. This 
lettering and ornament is made in beautiful 
colors by the use of material designed ex- 
pressly for that purpose. We are prepared to 
fill orders for Banners of almost any style or 
price, and will cheerfully answer all inquiries 
in regard to them, that may be made either 
personally or by letter. 

Temperance Publications.—We have re- 
cently printed a list of the titles and prices of 
all books published on this important subject. 
Quite a number of these books are intended 
for Sunday-school libraries, and all of them 
would make a fine collection of interesting 
and valuable reading matter for any Temper- 
ance Society. Friends of the cause will be 
furnished with a list of these books free on ap- 
plication. 

Illustrated Papers.—Four beautiful month- 
lies for the little folks, entitled the ‘‘Child’s 
Paper,” ‘‘Youth’s Temperance Banner,” 
*‘ Child at Home’ and “ Child's World,” can 
be subscribed for either for six months ora 
year, atthe office of The Sunday-School Times, 
at the same prices as of the different societies 
which publish them. Sample copies of these 
papers sent to any one on receipt of stamp 
for postage. 





SEQUEL 


FRIDAY LOWE: 


By Mrs. CAROLINE E. KELLY DAvVIs, 
Author of ‘ Arthur Merton,” ‘‘ John 
Brett’s Household,” &c., &e. 











CHAPTER XXI. 


LFRIDA’S longing to hear from the Clin- 
tonvilie people was gratified, not only by 
John Chapman, as he walked home with her 
and Mrs. Burns, but also by a letter received 
the same day from her friend, Hiram Flood. 
“Dear Friday,”’ it began, ‘tI take my pen in 
hand to inform you that my wife and I are en- 
joying good health, and hope you are the same. 
I’ve been calculating to write going on two 
weeks, but it’s something ofa job for me to set 
to work to pen a letter, as you know. I don’t 
know as I’d undertake it for anybody in the 
world without it’s you. But Miss Flood gives 
me no peace morning and night, ’cause she 
says she knows you’ve expected a letter ever 
since you went away, which it seems the 
longest month I ever saw. Our folks miss 
you, Friday, well, full more than was expected. 
But I suppose you’ re enjoying the sights there 
in New York enough to pay you for going. 
** Miss Flood has got her new cloak, and she 
wants me to say that it is the handsomest cloak 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
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that goes to our meeting, by all odds. Ever 
body admires, not to say envies it, and she 
takes pride in saying how it wasa present from 
you. 

‘** Tf you haven’t changed any since you went 
to New York, you’ll want me to tell you about 
all your friends here, but it will be a job to do 
it, for seems though everybody in the place 
felt friendly since you got your property. If 
you'll believe it, Friday, even old Monroe 
Finche has asked after you two or three times, 
and the Jenks girls they come way round the 
meetin’ house a’most every Sunday to inquire 
if we’ve heard from you, and when you’re 
coming home? Your class in the Sunday- 
school, I guess, misses you awful. The little 
girls, specially Ma’y Jane Clapp, look as though 
they’d lost their best friend, but Mrs, Renney 
makes them a good teacher, I calculate, and 
she is interested in their folks, too, and goes 
to see ’em once in a while, as you used to. 


“The Elder seems quite roused up, as re- 
lates to the Sunday-school, lately, and to my 
mind he is improving in his discourses. Not 
but what Ialways enjoyed sitting under his 
preaching, for I always did, though we all 
know, Friday, that he never was so lively as 
some. Mrs. Chapman gets out once in a while, 
but her babies keep her at home most of the 
time. Mary is coming home to spend Christ- 
mas, and I’ve heard a report that John—they 
say he’s a doctor now—is coming too. But 
likely you know more about that than I do, 
for he lives in New York, and I suppose you 
see him often. 

“Miss Flood has called on Miss S’mira, as 
you asked her to do, two or three times. 1 
tell you, Friday, you did a good chore for her 
and Nancy when you had that old place of 
theirs fixed up. It does first rate, and they are 
getting along as comfortable as need be. It’s 
warm, and snug, and tight, and Nancy showed 
Miss Flood the heap of teaand sugarand butter 
and other things that you had laid in for ’em 
this winter. : 

“* Now I’ve told you about all there is to tell, 
I believe, and I’ve been long enough about it. 
I've had five different spells of writing at it, 
for my fingers is so stiff what with hard work 
and chapping, that it takes me a great while to 
write a line. 

‘* Hoping that you will write to us soon, Iam 

“Yours tocommand, Hrram FLoop. 

“Pp. S. Miss Flood sends love.”’ 


Delighted with her letter, notwithstanding 
the bad grammar and worse spelling, Elfrida 
read it over twice, and smiled as she imagined 
just where Hiram satand how he looked while 
writing it; imagined how Mrs. Flood sat by 
with her knitting in her hand, complacently 
and with wife-like pride watching the progress 
of the letter, and how it was read and reread, 
line by line, and page by page, until the final 
signature, with its ambitious attempt at a flou- 
rish, crowned the whofe laborious proceeding, 
and was admired by the worthy pair as asig- 
nal triumph over the toil-worn and stiff fingers, 
which at the outset refused to do duty. 

“T must not sit and dream here!” cried El- 
frida, at length, springing to her feet. ‘‘ French 
exercises and twenty pages of history before 
dinner, and it is now half-pastthree! But oh! 
how pleasant itis to have heard from home, 
and to have seen an old friend.”’ 


Miss Robbins was sitting in her accustomed 
corner in the library, surrounded by books 
and papers, and looking even moré melancholy 
than usual, when Elfrida entered and stole 
quietly to her seat. 





An ‘hour slipped away in unbroken silence; 
and at its close, Elfrida laid her exercise book 
on Miss Robbins’s table. 

“*T am late about my work to-day,” she said, 
apologetically, ‘‘ but I have been so busy,”’ and 
so happy, she was about to add, when a glance 
at the downcast face of her teacher checked 
the words. She said, instead, ‘‘ Let me take 
away my book; you are not well, and shall 
not be troubled.”’ 

‘* Your exercises will give me no trouble,” 
said Miss Robbins, coldly. ‘‘I am quite as 
well as usual.” 

“You do not look so,’’ ventured Elfrida. 
“T wish you would not confine yourself so 
closely tothis room, ‘You don’t give yourself 
time to rest, and you are paler and thinner 
than when I first saw you.’’ 


**T have no desire to rest,’’ replied Miss Rob- 
bins, running her eye over the long exercise, 
and marking it here and there with her pencil. 
‘That is, I have no desire to give myself lei- 
sure for self-indulgence. Work is the only 
medicine that will do me good, and the more 
of it I do the better I am.”’ 

“ But you will wear yourself out,’”’ insisted 
Elfrida. 

‘* The sooner the better,’”’ rejoined Miss Rob- 
bins, bitterly. ‘‘I am sick of my life—it isa 
failure! There is nothing left for me to anti- 
cipate or hope in this world; and further than 
this, I know nothing.” 

Tears rushed to Elfrida’s eyes. Life, which 
on this day seemed to her brimming with 
hope and happiness, presented only a dreary 
blank to her friend and teacher, and this alone 
was sad enough, but to have the added misery 
of a hopeless eternity,—perhaps even the anti- 
cipation of utter annihilation,—surely it was 
enough to drive any poor soul todespair. And 
yet what cou'd she do to lift the veil, and point 
to him who has brought life and immortality 
tolight. Through fast falling tears she looked 
wistfully down into the cold, marble like face of 
her companion, and said in a trembling voice, 


‘*Oh, Miss Robbins, I do pity you! Iam so 
sorry for you! Ifyou would only believe the 
Bibleandtrustin Jesus, you might be happy.” 

‘*Happy!’ repeated Miss Robbins, raising 
her eyes for a moment. ‘‘ You don’t know 
what you are talking about. Do you suppose 
I could ever be happy again, since the grave 
has closed over my best, my dearest friend? 
When iny father died this world became a wil- 
derness to me; and the only shadow of com- 
fort I have is in following out the studies which 
he taught me to love.” 

‘**But you were kind to Augusta,” said El- 
frida. ‘‘ You must have been happy in know- 
ing that you helped to cheer her in her suffer- 
ing.’’ 

“T must be less than human ifI could turn 
my back upon any creature in pain, without 
trying, at least, to alleviate it. Your exercise 
is very well done, Miss Lowe. Take the next 
two for to-morrow, if you please.”’ 

Miss Robbins assumed the accustomed look 
and tone of the governess as she handed the 
book to her pupil, and turned to her papers. 
But Elfrida was not to be driven away so 
easily. 

“Ts it not possible,” she asked, gently, ‘‘ to 
find real happiness in living for others? You 
are older and much wiser than I, dear Miss 
Robbins, but I have known what it is to be 
neglected and forsaken and very miserable. 
Many and many a time I have cried myself to 
sleep, and wished that I might die, because 
life seemed so intolerable, but it pleased God 
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to send hope when I was in the deepest dis- 
tress. He gave mea Christian friend who told 
me of the love of Christ, and how even such a 
poor, wretched child as I might come to him 
and find peace and rest. I had many hard and 
weary years after that, and often the burden 
seemed heavier than I could possibly bear, 
but there was a bright ray of hope always 
shining when I tried faithfully to do my duty. 
I did not expect anything very joyful in this 
world, but the hope [I had was for the world to 
come. I knew there would be perfect joy in 
heaven. Then by-and-bye I began to try to 
do something for those that were poorer and 
more miserable than myself, and I often quite 
forgot my own troubles in helping them bear 
theirs. It was very little I was able to do, 
because as long as grandmother lived I was 
confined the most of the time to her, she need- 
ed so much watching and care, but sometimes 
Mrs. Flood was so kind as to look after hera 
whole afternoon, and then I would go and read 
a little to Miss Semira, or visit the poor chil- 
dren that belonged to my Sunday-school class, 
or—”’ 

Elfrida hesitated, blushing deeply, for Miss 
Robbins’s dark eyes were scanning her face, 
and she feared lest in her desire to say some- 
thing helpful, she had talked too freely of her- 
self, 

“Go on,” said Miss Robbins, ‘‘I am not 
tired of listening.” 

“*T have said too much already,’’ replied El- 
frida. ‘I wanted to talk about Jesus Christ, 
but I have talked about myself instead. I 
wish I could say all that is in my heart, for 
then, Iam sure, you would at least try to learn 
about him for yourself. I can’t bear to see you 
so miserable, when you might be so happy.”’ 


Miss Robbins shook her head. 

*“You are an enthusiast, Miss Lowe,’ she 
said, ‘‘but my days of enthusiasm are past 
longago. Ithank you for your kindly feeling, 
but I cannot share your hope.”’ 

“Then all I can do for you is to pray God to 
help you,” said Elfrida, bursting into tears, 
and hastily leaving the room. 

Miss Robbins quietly resumed her work, 
but it was not easy to fix her thoughts upon it. 
She was in no mood for Comte, and the Posi- 
tive Philosophy seemed harder, colder, and 
emptier than ever before. 


‘* After all, the girl’s faith satisfies her,” she 
said, witha deepsigh. ‘‘She finds comfort in 
believing that she has a heavenly Friend who 
is always by her side though unseen, that he 
directs everything for her, and is sufficient for 
all her needs. She has a hope of glory here- 
after that sustained her when all around was 
dark. The same hope sustained poor Augusta 
in her last hours; it has done the like for 
others over and over again. Whence does 
such a hope come?” It wasa question that 
her philosophy could not answer. 


Miss Robbins glanced from the window. The 
shadows of evening were gathering over the 
city, and stars were stealing one by one into 
the clear bluesky. Inthe neighboring houses 
lights were appearing one after another, and 
she found herself wondering whether, among 
all the multitude by whom she was surround- 
ed, there was a single heart as desolate and 
sore as her own, Then, with a sudden im- 
pulse, for which she would have been at a loss 
to account, she arose and lit the gas, and went 
from one table to another in search of a Bible. 
She found one, at length, put away under a 
pile of books and newspapers, and drawing it 
forth, stood with it in her hands, apparently 





undecided whether or not to unclasp the covers. 
“Tt was not my father’s book,’ she said, hesi- 
tatingly. ‘* He never read it himself, or suf- 
fered me to read. Why should I care to look 
within it now?” It was the yearning of a poor 
soul after something on which it might lean, 
to which it might cling. Tremblingly she 
opened the book, still standing under the gas 
light, and read these words, upon which her 
eyes first fell: 

“The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart; and saveth such as be of a con- 
trite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all. He keepeth all his bones: not one 
ofthem is broken. Evilshallslay the wicked: 
and they that hate the righteous shall be deso- 
late. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his ser- 
vants; and none of them that trust in him 
shall be desolate.”’ 

A step fell upon the stair and approached the 
library door. Miss Robbins hurriedly crossed 
the room and concealed the Bible under the 
pamphlets on her own table. Not for worlds 
would she have been seen withit in her hands, 
When the door was opened by Mr. Thornton, 
she was quietly arranging her books and pa- 
pers, preparatory to leaving the room. 

~~ < oe 


Nothing but Yarns. 


LL children are inquisitive. Whoever 

saw achild that would not ask ques- 
tions—difficult ones often, and as few fool- 
ish ones, perhaps, on the whole, as older 
ones ask? The judicious teacher will take 
advantage of this inquisitive spirit, and en- 
courage questions from the scholars in the 
class, seeking only so to guide the minds of 
the children that the questions asked shall 
lead to useful and practical replies. The 
class is not the most hopeful in the Sunday- 
school which sits in decorous attitude as 
listeners in a church, and simply attends 
to the lecture of the teacher. But see that 
other group of boys and girls leaning for- 
ward, with eagerness expressed in attitude, 
and half open mouth, as though the ques- 
tion trembled on the lip; and mark how 
interested the teacher is in answering, and 


f you have before you a hopeful sight. “I 


feel as warm and tired as though I had 
been running a race,’’ said a teacher to me 
a few Sundays ago; and I did not wonder at 
it, for six bright boys, who knew their les- 
sons, and honored their teacher, had been 
plying him with questions and arguments 
and Bible-texts for the last hour. This 
was not the weariness that yawned and 
gazed forth into vacuity for the latter half 
of the school time, but the genuine -results 
of faithful Christian work. Encourage the 
question, then, and dexterously lead the 
children to ask such questions as you can 
answer in a plain and practical manner. 
But children are receptive as well as inqui- 
sitive. Thissuggestsa caution as to what is 
said. They will catch a thought very 
quickly, and interpret a sign like magic. 
A little girl came home from the infant- 
class last Sunday, and told her mother the 
‘‘points’’ of the superintendent’s excellent 
address as well as a grown person could. 
The same little one, when asked what a 
speaker at the Sunday-school concert said, 
replied, ‘‘Ah! nothing but yarns.” Itisa 





pity to fill the minds of several hundred 
children with ‘‘ nothing but yarns.’”’ Let 
them hear something which is worth re- 
membering; it is better that it should be 
something old, and homely and useful truth, 
than lively and amusing and useless non- 
sense. 

We enter our protest against the idea that 
a teacher is not a good teacher who can’t 
tell stories, and that a speaker is a ‘‘ bore”’ 
whodon’t make the school laugh. A solid, 
thorough interest can be awakened by the 
serious and earnest presentation of truths 
which are necessary to Christian life in old 
and young, and such truths can always be 
illustrated so that the truth shall be pro- 
minent, and the illustrations subordinate. 
Give these respective minds the right sort 
of filling, and they will expand beautifully 
and grandly; but fill them with odds and 
ends, with a mixture of truth and trash, 
and they will grow out of proportion and 
unsymmetrical.—New York Observer. 
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CHRIST’S NEW LITTLE GIRL. 


66 I HADa letter to-night from one of my 

little friends, and she said, ‘if you 
should come back here, I think you would 
find a new little girl. I don’t mean a new 
face. I look like your same Jenny, only 
gladder, but I don’t feel a bit like her, for I 
have got a new heart. Jesus gave it to me, 
instead of my old naughty one, and that 
makes me feel new all over. Oh, it is so 
good to get a new heart, why don’t every- 
body get one, and its just as easy. That’s 
why I said you would not find your old 
naughty Jenny, but a better one, Christ’s 
new little girl.’ ”’ 

‘** Tecan study ever so much better than I 
used to. You know how hard geography 
used to be to me, but now just before I get 
my lesson, I put my head down behind 
my book, and ask Jesus to help me, and I 
think he keeps the long words right in my 
mind, for I remember them all the time. 
Oh, don’t you wish I had been a new little 
girl before, then you would have loved me 
more, and Jesus too. I could have studied 
better and done everything nicer. If you 
know any little girls who haven’t a new 
heart, tell them Jenny wants them to get 
one right away.’ ” : 

‘Was not this a pleasant letter, dear 
teacher ?”’ 

Ts it not worth days and years, even, of 
labor and prayer, to know that, at last, one 
for whom you have thus labored and prayed, 
has become a new creature in Christ Jesus ? 
I think so. And I expect that before I 
cross the river of death, others will gladly 
tell me, we are new children. I expect it, 
for Jesus has promised. J. H. M. 

(a 


FASTEN your hold on Christ. Having 
him, though my cross were as heavy as 
ten mountains of iron, when he putteth his 
sweet shoulder under me and it, my cross is 
but a feather. 





~— <—_ oe ———_ 
DEATH stung himself to death when he 
stung Christ.— Romaine. 
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LESSON No. 22. 
(For Sunday, May 29, 1870.) 
TEXT.—MARK 1: 21-34; LuKE 4: 81-41; 
MATT. 8: 14-17, 


SUBJECT: The Work of One Sabbath; or, 
Messiah the Healer of Humanity. 


MOTTO: Himself took our infirmities, and bare 
our sicknesses. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Sern Sabbath following the call of the fishermen 
to the apostolate (see last Lesson) was a memo- 
rable day at Capernaum. The narrative of the 


‘ wonderful events of this day divides itself into 


three parts. Itgives us inorder the remarkable 
transactions. 1. In the Synagogue; 2. In Peter’s 
House; 3. In the Street. 


I. IN THE SYNAGOGUE. 


Mark |: 21.—_Into the Synagogue.—The syna- 
gogue service partook of the freedom of our meet- 
ings for conference and prayer, and so afforded op- 
portunities for religious instruction, of which 


Jesus and His apostles habitually availed them- 
selves. 


Verse 22.—Doctrine, i. e., teaching ; not merely 
His theological tenets. 

Taught.— What He taught we learn from Mark 
1:15. Headds faith to the repentance which John 
also preached. 

As one that had authority ; as He had. 

Not as the Scribes, who had no authority, not 
even that of asoul alive to the awful importance 
oftruth. The utter dryness and frivolity Of their 
merely verbal hair-splitting doctrines are well 
known, and are continued by their successors to 
this day. (See Notes and IIlustrations.) 


V. 23.—The profound impression produced by the 
teaching of Jesus is suddenly interrupted by a 
shout, “Ha! what have we in common, Jesus of Na- 
zareth #”’ &c. 

A man with an unclean spirit—(A spirit of 
an unclean devil.—Luke 4: 33.) The casting out 
of this evil spirit is the first miracle of Jesus re- 
corded by St. Mark and by St. Luke. It falls in 
both with the purpose of the latter to represent 
Christ as the rescuer of humanity, and that of the 
former to represent Him as the Supreme Ruler of 
all worlds (Mark 1: 1). 


V. 24.—Let us alone, is, in Greek, a simple in- 
terjection, “Ha!” What, &c. The same expression 
asin John 2:4. (See in Lesson 14.) 

To destroy us.—The foreboding demon’s fears 
for himself and his kind were not unfounded. 

I know thee, &c.—The very word demon is de- 
rived from a verb which signifies to know. The 
knowledge of spirits, confessedly transcends that of 
mankind. 

The Holy One, &c.—Even when evil spirits tell 
the truth, it is only toinjure. Even the vaguest 
authorized impression that Jesus was on their 
side, or they on His, would have been fatal to His 
mission. And therefore He says 


V. 25.—Hold thy peace.—Forbidding sueh tes- 
timony. (So, also, Paul, in Acts 16: 16-18.) 

And come out of him.—Jesus clearly distin- 
guishes between the man and the demon who had 
spoken. 


V. 26.—Torn should be convulsed, thrown into 
spasms. Such is the meaning of the word also in 
Mark 9: 20, 26 and Luke 9: 39. 


Came out.—The preaching of the Lord had pro- 


Hatered Sates to Act Congress, in the year 
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duced its effect on this worse than insane man. It 
had excited hope and some degree of faith. And 
through faith he was delivered. A lesson for us on 
the treatment of the insane. 


V. 27.—Were all amazed, &c.—‘‘ Universal as- 
tonishment seized the spectators. The synagogue 
was broken up. The service was abruptly closed in 
the most animated expressions of praise.” Christ’s 
miracles were all to helpon His teaching. And 
that was the effect here. 


V. 28.—If one could cure the insane by a word 
now, how would the news fly! Much more, in this 
case. 


II. IN PETER’s HousE. (See Note.) 


It was Andrew’s also, but Peter was the married 
man. (Note.) 


Mark 1: 29, actrees directly from the syna- 
gogue, 

V. 30.—Anon, the same word as above, forthwith. 

They tell Him.—He could not have been here, 
then, in the morning. 

A fever.—A well-known disease, which, if not 


fatal, usually leaves the patient to convalesce 
slowly. 


V.3L—He came and took her by the hand. 

Wie touched her hand (Matt. 8: 15). 

Hie stood over her and rebuked the fever 
(Luke 4; 39). The graphic scene should not be hur- 
ried over. Each evangelist adds some interesting 
particular. (See Note.) 

Immediately.—It was not an ordinary conva- 
lescence from fever; but an instantaneous and per- 
fect cure. Joy had come to that house, and the re- 
stored mother-in-law herself spread the feast. 


III. IN THE STREET. 


Mark 1: 32.—When the sun did set, and the 
Sabbath was thus ended. 

They brought all, &c.—The news of the morn- 
ing and of noon had spread, and 


V. 33.—ALl the city was in a state of excitement. 


Luke 4: 40.—He laid His hands on every one 
of them, and thus healed them, one after another. 


Luke 4: 41.—And devils, i. e., demons, evil spirits, 
came out, &c., and many exciting scenes occurred 
with them, asin the morning in the synagogue. 
But our Lord would not have people won to Him 
on such testimony, and so He silenced them all. 


Matt. 8: 17.—This verse teaches that the miracles 
of healing wrought by Christ fulfilled Isaiah 53: 4. 
But St. Peter (2: 24) quotes this passage (from the 
Septuagint) as fulfilled by the death of Christ. St. 
Matthew quotes the Hebrew. The first noun re- 
fers to physical, the second to mental evil, though 
each is used, metaphorically, of the other kind of 
evilalso. (See Note.) 

The difficulties vanish when we recollect that 
neither St. Matthew's interpretation nor St. Peter’s 
exhausts the prediction, The one is as trué as the 
other. The true nature of these miracles of heal- 
ing was enunciated by Olshausen, but is more 
fully set forth in the profound remarks of Lange 
as follows: ‘“‘Our diseases are connected with sin 
on the one, and death on the other hand; while 
the suffering of Christ depends on His taking on 
Himself our sufferings, which again is connected 
with His carrying them away. When healing those 
who were diseased, Christ entered into and shared 
their sufferings,—a circumstance evident from the 
narration in Mark 5: 30, (showing that He felt the 
going out of virtue from Him,) as also from the re- 
surrection of Lazarus. [Hence His nervous and 
mental, as well as physical, system suffered from 
weariness and exhaustion.] In the present in- 
stance the Lord had to contend with the concen- 
trated sorrow and sickness of the whole city, and 
that on the evening of a laborious day.” “The 
evangelist here gives us the key to the mystery of 
Christ’s atoning death. By His fellow-suffering 
with our diseases, He gradually descended into the 
unfathomable depth of His full sympathy with our 
death. Hence, His miracles of healing partook of 
the nature of atoning suffering and prepared for it, 
Accordingly as He suffered in all He did, so His 
suffering and death crowned and completed all He 
had done. ..... His miracles form the introduc- 
tion and thecommeneement of His reconciliation.”’ 
(Sec Note. 





NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Mark 1; 22.—“Ten miracles were wrought for our 
ancestors in the holy temple, viz: 
1. No woman sickened from the scent of the sacri- 
fices: 
2. The flesh of the sacrifices never putrefied : 
8. Nor was a fly seen in the slaughter-house: 
4. Nor did an unclean accident happen to the High- 
Priest on the day of atonement: 
5. Nor did the rain extinguish the altar-fire: 
6. Nor did the wind prevent the straight ascent of 
the smoke: 
. Nor was any defect found in the omer, the two 
loaves, or the shew-bread: 
9. The crowd of worshippers had room enough: 
9. No person in Jerusalem was injured by a serpent 
or scorpion: 
10. Nor did any man say to his neighbor, I have not 
room to lodge in Jerusalem.”’..... 


“Five possessions hath the Holy, Blessed God 
purchased in this world: 

1. The law is one possession : 

2. Heaven and earth, another: 

8. Abraham, another: 

4. Israel, another: 

5. And the Holy Temple, another. 

Whence is it proved that the law is one posses- 
sion? 

Because it is written, The Lord possessed me in 
the beginning of His way, &c. (Prov. 8: 22.) 

And whence is it proved that Heaven and Earth 
is another possession ? 

Because it is said, ‘Thus saith the Lord, The hea- 
vens are My throne, and the earth is My footstool, 
&ce., (Is. 66: 1,)”? and ‘How manifold are Thy works, 
O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all; the 
earth is full of Thy possessions.’ (Ps. 104: 24.) 

Whence is it proved that Abraham is one pos- 
session? 

Because it is written, ‘Blessed be Abraham of 
the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth!’ 
(Gen. 14: 19.) 

Whence is it proved that Israelis one possession? 


Because it is written, ‘Till the people pass over 
which Thou hast purchased’ (Ex. 15:16); and it is 
said, ‘ But the saints that are in the earth, and the 
excellent in whom is all my delight!’ (Ps. 16: 3.) 

Whence can it be proved that the Holy Temple 
is one possession? 

Because it is said, ‘The sanctuary, O Lord, which 
Thy hands have established’ (Ex. 15: 17); and it is 
said, ‘And He brought them to the border of His 
sanctuary, even to this mountain which His right 
hand hath purchased’ (Psalm 78: 54).’’—From 
“ The Ethics’ in ** Prayers of Israel,’ now in use in 
their synagogues. 


Mark 1: 23.—One human mind affects and in- 
fluences another through the medium of language, 
so as to induce that other to think and act in ways, 
but for such influence, unthought of. 

One human mind, under certain conditions 
sometimes affects and influences another without the 
use of language or any communication of thought, 
so that what is known to the one becomes known 
to the other, and so that what the one wills is per- 
formed by the other. 

The phenomena of what is called animal mag- 
netism, mesmerism and clairvoyance, are as little 
understood by those who practice them as by 
others, but the fact of the existence of such pheno- 
mena (notwithstanding the amount of imposture 
with which they are usually associated) cannot be 
denied. 

If one spirit in a human body can thus affect and 
influence a man’s mind, it may be possible for a 
disembodied spirit to do so in like manner, 

This possibility is asserted asa faet by modern 
“spiritualists,” and recognized as a fact in the Bi- 
ble. See Deut. 18: 11, where Neckromancer is one 
who consults the dead. However overlaid with im- 
posture, then, it has been, and may be still, a fact. 


Ifa disembodied spirit may have such influence 
upon a human mind, it is possible that a spirit un- 
embodied may have similar influence. That sugh 
is the fact is a truth everywhere recognized by 
those who believe the teachings of the Bible re- 
specting the good angels and the evil angels. 

All consultation of spirits, whether disembodied 
or unembodied, is explicitly forbidden by God. Ex. 
22:18; Lev. 19: 31; 20: 27; Deut, 18: 10-12; 2d Chron. 
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$3: 6; 1st Sam, 28: 3-25; Acts 16: 16-18; 19: 13-20, &c. 
And the effects of the violation of this command 
are seen in every lunatic asylum in our country 
to-day, as foretold in Isaiah 8: 19-22. 

The sip of this offence consists in abdicating the 
throne of one’s own reason in favor of the spirit 
thus consulted. It is really offering to a sinful 
creature a degree of worship superior even to that 
which belongs to God alone. It is essential to the 
success of the enterprise that the victim (whe- 
ther it be the victim of the mesmerizer or the spi- 
ritualist) yield her whole soul, her inmost being, 
to the control of the other, as far as she possibly ean. 
This is the highest act of worship. 

Such abdication of the throne of reason is essen- 
tially moral insanity. This mania in the time of 
Christ seemed to have assumed an almost epidemic 
character, as it has again in these last days. 

Such persons are said to be possessed by the de- 
mon or spirit, to whom they have yielded their 
self-control. The effect is to produce a sort of mix- 
ed, or double consciousness, the human spirit stri- 
ving at times to assert itself above the demon to 
which it is enslaved, and again sinking helpless 
beneath its chains, 

The outward effects of this dreadful disease were 
not unlike certain forms of insanity, epilepsy, and 
other similar diseases, which also have intimate 
connection with the mental and nervous systems. 

Some forms of disease seem to have afforded a 
possibility for evil spirits to assume possession of 
minds of young children, as well as of others who 
did not wilfully and deliberately yield to such 
control. (See also Isaac Taylor’s Physical Theory of 
Another Life, in chapter 17.) ‘ 


Mark 1: 29.—Peter hada house in Capernaum, 
and John one in Jerusalem, (John 19: 27), though 
they had left all (Luke 5: 11) to follow Jesus. ‘Phe 
renunciation was entire in will, (Matt. 19: 27), and 
ready in act to be carried into out into all its de- 
tails, as necessity arose.”’ This is the principle of 
Christian self-renunciation which must be always 
insisted upon. But it is fanaticism arising from 
ignorance which insists upon the immediate and 
entire disposal of one’s property on becoming a 
Christian. 


Mark 1: 30.—Peter was a married man when 
called to the apostolate, and continued so during 
his ministry. (1 Cor. 9: 5.) 


Iuhe 4: 40.—“Apparently the Saviour consider- 
ed this contact as necessary in order to awaken the 
faith of the sick woman.” 

“This miracle belongs to the first period of the 
Saviour’s activity in Capernaum, and increased 
enthusiasm to ecstacy.”’ 

“Tt is a proof of the particular care which the Sa- 
viour devoted to the fashioning and training of 
Peter for anapostle. Among the twelve there was 
none whose house, person, boat, in short, whose 
whole circle of life was so made the theatre of re- 
markable miracles as that of Peter.”— Van Oosterzee. 


Matthew 8 : 17.—The first is used in Deut. 7: 15;. 


28: 59,61; Ist Kings, 17: 17; 2d Kings,1: 2; 8: 8,9; 
13:14; 2d Chron, 16: 12; 21: 15, 18, 19; Ps. 41: 4; Eccl. 
5: 16; 6: 2; Is. 1: 6; 38: 9; 53: 8,4; Jer 6:7; 10: 19; Hos. 
5: 18. 

The second is used in Ex.3:7; 2d Chron. 6: 29: 
Job, 33: 19; Ps, 32: 10; 38: 17; 69: 27; Eccl. 1: 18; 2: 23. 
Is. 58: 8,4; Jer. 30:15; 45:3; 51:8;Sam1:12,18. ’ 

“Such was Jesus. His very body was a reservoir 
of healing virtue. Totouch His flesh was to be 
made whole: for He gave His flesh for the life of the 
world. 

“Christ’s miracles of healing were also essential 
to His self-revelation, as the Incarnate Word, in 
whom was the Life of men, Every cure was in 
itself a demonstration of the highést Spiritual 
truth, that in Him dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily. His works ‘were not only attesta- 
tions of His authority as a teacher, but they were 
essential parts of His teaching. The Life which 
went forth from Him as the Healer, was the Light 
of men.” —Eddy’s “Immanuel.” 





THE INFANT-CLASS. 


“Go and tell Jesus.” 
—Songs of Gladness, page 75. 


Repeat Psam 27: 9-14.—‘* Wait on the Lord: be of 
good courage,and He shall strengthen thine heart; 


Sing: 








wait, Isay,on the Lord.” To wait upon the Lord 
is to pray to Him—to tell him all our troubles, and 
to ask Him to help us out of them. He knows them 
all, but He wants us to come to Him with them, 
and ask Him to help us: just as our earthly fathers 
know our wants, but think if we are in earnest, or 
very anxious, we will come to them and tell them; 
or else they will not help us. 

PRAYER.—O, Lord—our heavenly Father—Thou 
who art more ready—to grant Thy Holy Spirit— 
unto them that ask Thee—than earthly parents— 
are to give good gifts—unto their children—have 
pity upon us—and hear our prayer. Forgive us all 
our sins—and bless us—for JESUS’ sake. Amen. 

Review the last Sabbath’s Lesson.—To-day’s Les- 
son, Jesus doing good on the Sabbath day. 

Sing: 
Or, 


*T’ll rise up early in the morning.”’ 


“Sabbath Morn.” 
—Page 27, Songs of Gladness. 


Repeat after me this little couplet: 


“T must not work, I must not play 
Upon God’s Holy Sabbath day.” 


But if your mamma was sick, and needed you to 
work all day Sunday to try to make her comfort- 
able, and get her well, would it be right for you to 
do it? or ought you to let her lie and suffer for the 
want ofcare? (Replies: some one thing, some an- 
other.) Repeat after me Luke6: 9.—‘*Then siid 
Jesus unto them—I will ask you one thing,—Is it 
lawful onthe Sabbath days—to do good, or to do 
evil ?—to save life, or to destroy it?” What work, 
then, are we not todo? Yes; weare not to do any 
work that can be done just as well upon a week- 
day—that is, we are not to do any of our ordinary 
work or week-day business. God gave us the Sab- 
bath, that we might have a day to be occupied es- 
pecially in learning about Him, and that we might 
spend it for His glory, by praising Him, and by 
doing good to His creatures. 


(The teacher can tell the story of “The work of 
one Sabbath,’”’ as done by our Saviour—how He 
first went to the synagogue, then to the sick-room, 
and afterward healed the afflicted as they were 
brought to him—just as she would tell the story of 
any otner day’s work.) 

Suggestions.—"* And they went into Capernaum; 
and straightway on the Sabbath day He entered 
into the synagogue, and taught,” &c. Our Saviour 
commenced the Sabbath by attending upon the du- 
ties of thesanctuary. “And there was in thesyna- 
gogue aman with an unclean spirit.”” Where better 
can wego, tobe relieved ofour evil ways,and to learn 
the new way, than to the house of God? “And He 
arose and went out of the synagogue.” When the 
duties of the sanctuary had been fulfilled, He went 
out to do good to His fellow men, instead of seek- 
ing His ease in some sequestered spot, where He 
might while away the day. What a rebuke to the 
selfishness which gives grudgingly but one or two 
short hours of precious time to His service! ‘‘He 
entered intoSimon’s house.”’ Jesus blesses, with 
taeir households, all who follow Him. Physicians 
may apply remedies, but unless the blessing of God 
accompany their efforts, all is vain. He is the 
Great Physician, ‘‘And when the sun was setting, 
all they that had anysick with divers diseases, 
brought them unto Him.” Even when the day is 
spent, if we have opportunities for doing good 
given us, we are to improve them; and God will 
furnish the required strength. And we can to-day 
earry our sick and afflicted to Himin the arms of 
our faith, believing that He is the same gracious 
and willing Saviour now that He was eighteen 
hundred years ago, when He rebuked the fever 
and cast out devils on the shores of Gennesaret’s 
lake! ‘‘And when it was day.’”’ The night had 
been spent in deeds of mercy, ‘And the people 
sought Him.” Shall we seek Him? 





QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


(These questions are the same as those in the 
“ Question Paper,” which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 

FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 
1. What is the subject of this Lesson? 
2. Where did the first miracle here mentioned 
take place? 





Sad 


What day was it? 
4, What was Jesus doing before He wrought the 
miracle ? 

. How did He teach? 

. How did the scribes teach? 

» What was the effect of His teaching upon the 

people? 
8. How was the service suddenly interrupted? 
(Mark 1: 24.) 
9. Did Jesus speak to the man or to the evil spi- 

rit? (Vv. 25.) 

10. What did He say? 

1l. What did the unclean spirit do? (v. 26.) 

12, What was the consequence of this miracle? 
(vv. 27, 28.) 

13. Where was the second miracle wrought? 
(v. 29.) 

14, On whom was it wrought? 

15. What was her disease ? 

16. How was she healed ? 

17. Was the cure complete, or did she gradually 
gain her strength ? 

18. How do we know? (v. 31.) 

19. Where were the other miracles of this day 
wrought? (v. 33.) 

20. At what time of day? (v. 32.) 

21. What diseases were thus healed ? 

22. What prophecy was fulfilled by these miracles 
of healing? (Matt. 8: 17.) 

23. What else did the Saviour bear for us besides 
our diseases? (ist Peter 2: 24.) 

24. Do you allow Him to bear your sins and sor- 

rows? 


Jao 


I lay my wants on Jesus; 
All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases, 
He doth my soul redeem. 


I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases, 
He all my sorrows shares. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES. 


TO THE PUPIL: This paper is meant to be a 
heip to study. If you can learn the Lesson from 
this analysis, it will be better learned than by 
question and answer. Will you try to learn it? 
Will you ask Jesus to heal your soul as He healed 
these? 


INTRODUCTION. 
1, Who? 3. Where? 5. How? 
2. When? 4. What? 6. Why? 
I. THE HEALING OF THE DEMONIAC IN THE 
SYNAGOGUE. 


6. The Ejection. 
7. The Amazement,. 
8 The Inquiries. 


1. The Possession. 

2. The Interruption. 
8. The Interrogation. 
4, The Reeognition. 9, The Doctrine. 
5. The Rebuke. 10. The Fame. 


II. Tor HEALING OF PETER’S MOTHER-IN-LAW. 


1, Persons? 8. Date? 5. Doctrines? 
2. Places ? 4, Doings? 6. Duties? 
III. THE HEALING OF THE CITIZENS OF CAPERNAUM, 
1, Time. 8. Circumstances. 65, Causes. 
2. Place. 4. Modes. 6. Consequences, 


7. Prophecy fulfilled—other fulfillment (Ist Peter 
2: 24)—relation of the two. 
8. Motto of the Lesson—Christ, the second Adam, 
IV. APPLICATION. 
What for me? 
re Oo 
PORTRAIT OF A GOOD TEACHER. 
Though holy in himself, and virtuous, 
He still to sinful men was mild and piteous: 
Not of reproach imperious or malign, 
But in his teaching soothing and benign. 
To draw them on to heaven, by reason fair 
And good example, was his daily care, 
The love of Christ and his Apostles twelve 
He taught—but jirst he followed it himselve. 
° —Chaucer. 
s+ oe __——_ 

Do little things as if they were great, be- 
cause of the majesty of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who dwells in thee; and do great 
things as if they were little and easy, be- 
cause of his omnipotence.—Pascal. 
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THE LEssON to be taught June 5th, may 
be found in Matthew 4: 23-25; Mark 1: 
85-39; Luke 4: 42-44. Subject: The First 
Galilean Tour. 


——___-+~. <> --- - 


THE General Assembly of the Reunited 
Presbyterian church will hold its sessions 
in Philadelphia, beginning Thursday, May 
19th, in the Rev. Albert Barnes’s church. 
Many and important questions will come 
before the body. But amongst them all, 
weare sure that none bears with more vital 
importance upon the future of the church 
than thatof the Sunday-school. We trust, 
therefore, that this interest will not be 
pushed aside, but that direct official action 
will be taken looking towards an earnest, 
practical supervision of the Sunday-school, 
both in its missionary and educational as- 
pects, within the bounds of the enlarged 


ehurch. 
—————“-(3+-+- & oe _—_—— 


How to Start a Sunday-School. 


N these remarks we refer to the mode of 
proceedinginacountry district. Wesup- 
pose a person to have been stirred with an 
earnest desire for the work, and under the 
influence of this impulse to have engaged 
in prayer for aid and guidance, to have de- 
termined to give to it freely of his time and 
money, to have. read carefully one or more 
books and papers containing information 
on the subject, and finally to have studied 
the neighborhood about him, making an 
inventory of all the people, young and old, 
men, women and children, who might be 
brought into the enterprise as contributors, 
teachers or scholars. 
What next? 


1. Get together, in some way, those who 
are willing to help as teachers. Who these 
are, you can find out only by actual in- 
quiry. You must go and see them indivi- 
dually, one by one, and talk the matter 
over. Having found the necessary helpers, 
get them together, and after prayer for di- 
vine guidance and help in your enterprise, 
have a free conference, laying before them 
all the plans you have to suggest and all 
the information you have gathered, and 
then agree among yourselves upon some 
plan of proceeding. In this conference, 
you will obtain much fresh information. 
No matter how well you may suppose your- 
self to be acquainted with the neighbor- 
hood, you will find that every one knows, 
in some nook or corner, some family that 
you had overlooked. ‘You will also proba- 





bly receive valuable suggestions. Perhaps, 
to your surprise, you will find some one 
who, in other days, and in some other 
place, has been a regular Sunday-school 
worker and knows all about the work. 

2. Every family should be visited. This 
part of the work should be divided among 
you at the conference just spoken of. Make 
written lists of the families assigned to each 
worker, with the understanding and agree- 
ment that the visit shall be made within a 
week, if possible, from the time of the con- 
ference. A certain promptness and simul- 
taneousness of action in the matter arrests 
attention and createsastir. This systema- 
tic and thorough family visitation is essen- 
tial to success. No other kind of adver- 
tisement,—posting of notices and hand- 
bills,—will answer. You must go from 
house to house, explain what you are going 
to do, ask the co-operation of the parents, 
and invite every child personally. If this 
part of the work is well done, you cannot 
fail to have a school. 

3. A place for holding the school will 
have to be secured. In most neighbor- 
hoods, even in the most destitute, there is 
usually some place were people congregate 
occasionally for the purpose of religious 
worship. Very often it is the district 
school-house. Get whatever place you ean, 
that is most central and most convenient. 
In some eases, the only opening will be in 
a private house. One of the most successful 
schools we ever knew was held in a barn. 
Make a beginning, somewhere, in the best 
place you can get. When you are once un- 
der way, and people become interested in 
your work, places now closed against you 
may be opened. 

4. Sunday-schools cost something. Not 
much, indeed, but still something. There 
is no tuition to pay, which is the chief cost 
of the week-day school, but books and 
other things are needed, and they cannot be 
obtained without money. Every scholar as 
wellas teacher will need a Bible or a Testa- 
ment. Most of the scholars will have Bi- 
bles or Testaments of their own, and those 
who have should be told, when invited to 
come to the school, to bring a Bible or Tes- 
tament with them. For the supply of those 
scholars who are destitute, application 
should be made to the nearest depository 
of the American Bible Society, and the 
books obtained either by donation or pur- 
chase. After the Bible, each scholar will 
need a Hymn-book and a Question-book or 
Lesson-book ofsome kind. These are now 
published in great variety. The teachers, 
in their preliminary conference, will have 
to agree upon the hymn-book or question- 





book to be used, and order asupply to be in 


readiness when the school opens. At the 
same time each one should determine to 
take a teacher's paper at his own expense, 
Scholars should be induced, so far as practi- 
cable, to purchase their own question-books 
and hymn-books. The cost to each will be 
but little, and it is better, as in the case of 
the Bible, for each to have his own. Be- 
sides Bibles, hymn-books, and question- 
books, the school will need a supply of 
children’s papers, a blackboard, one or more 
wall-maps, andalibrary. Thecost of these 
will vary, of course, with the size and the 
means of the school. But if the school 
is to be made interesting and profitable, 
something considerable must be expended 
in this way. A proper outfit, in addition 
to the supply of Bibles, hymn-books, and 
question-books, will cost not lesssurely than 
one dollar a scholar, and a like amount 
ought to be expended yearly in replenish- 
ing the stock. 

Any dealer or publication society, that 
makes a specialty of this business, will, on 
application, cheerfully furnish estimates, 
with lists of books and other requisites. We 
give below a sample, such as we would re- 
commend for a school of forty scholars: 


1 Superintendent's Roll Book, = - 250 
1 Librarian’s Record, - - - - 40c 
8 Teachers’ Class-Books,- - - 48c 
12 Primers, - - - - - - 48¢ 
1 Bible Dictionary, - - - - $1.50 
1 Pardee’s Sabbath-School Index, - 1.25 
1 Map of Palestine, - - - - 1.50 
1 Blackboard Paper, - - - - 1.60 
40 Children’s Papers, yearly, - - 5.00 


1 Seleet Library, from 40 to 60 vols., 27.54 


$40.00 

The books and other requisites being pro- 
vided, a place of meeting secured, and the 
scholars and teachers assembled, how is the 
school to be organized? What is the next 
step? , 

To this question we shall endeavor to 
give an answer next week. 


a ee 
For The Sunday-School Times. 


The Temperance Question. 
A Practical Theme for Discussion. 
BY JAMES H. KELLOGG. 

| these days of enterprise and action, the 

cause that would be worthy of pros- 
perity must command an energetic admin- 
istration. At the basis of this must be 
vigorous and practical plans, and theories 
of work which are something more than 
mere abstractions. The season for our 
State-Sunday School Conventions is now 
rapidly approaching. It has been the aim 
of their managers to make them something 
more than mere places for hand-shaking 
and congratulations. Every year has wit- 
nessed a marked increase in the desire for 
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solid information upon every point that 
could help to greater efficiency. Each 
convention has called with increasing ear- 
nestness for more of practical experience, 
and the initiation of new and _ practical 
measures. The Sunday-school, being emi- 
nently a popular institution, must lend a 
listening ear to every necessity of the peo- 
ple. It must deal with facts, and take hold 
of vital wants, if itisto retainits hold upon 
the confidence of the community. More 
than this, i¢ must raise its undivided voice 
and influence against popular sins, or that 
which is of far greater importance than 
popularity, the blessing of heaven, will be 
lost to it hereafter. The great popular sin 
of the day, at least the one most shameless 
and disgusting, is unquestionably intem- 
perance. And the most appalling feature 
of it, in many sections is, perhaps, the tor- 
pidity and indifference of the Christian 
church, fostered to a great extent by habits 
of so called moderate drinking. Said an 
eloquent minister of the gospel, in a plea 
for total abstinence, ‘‘I verily believe that 
ifthe church of God were right upon this 
question, society, in five years, would be 
wholly revolutionized and freed from the 
appalling consequences of drink.”’ 

The great majority of progressive Chris- 
tian men of thought and experience, un-. 
doubtedly regard total abstinence from all 
intoxicating beverages as the only present 
practical construction of the Bible rule of 
temperance. It follows, therefore, that it 
is their duty as Sunday-school instructors, 
to teach this principle of Christian obliga- 
tion. And they teach it for the same rea- 
son that they teach entire abstinence from 
any of the sins specified in the decalogue, 
—namely, that it is the only ground of 
‘safety. The call, for prompt, manly and 
faithful action in this matter is imperative, 
and can only be disregarded at the peril of 
human souls. Says the venerable Dr. Be- 
man, whose profound logic and impressive 
eloquence have made his name a tower of 
strength, in his denomination of Chris- 
tians: ‘‘Should ignorance and despotism, 
and all theirattendant evils here prevail, 
they will prevail through the influence of 
ardent spirits, and then the air that is full 
of songs will whisper only sighs. The 
fairest hope of a world in bondage would 
be extinguished by this foe of God and 
happiness. The last star of promise to the 
nations would be shaken down from its 
sphere by this blighting curse, and sink in 
the ocean of darkness forever. But while 
this ruin is hanging over us, how many 
appear indisposed to take the alarm! The 
nation is-slumbering with a living viper in 
its bosom. Do you ask where the danger 
is? I answer, it iseverywhere. In every 
city, and through all the country, ardent 
Spirits are filling the channels of death to 
overflowing. This is the master sin—the 
giant evil—the burning curse. It is not 
enough to say that intemperance is greater 
than this or that individual calamity. It 
is probably not too much to say, that this 
single evil is inflicting more injury upon 
the physical, intellectual, moral, and eter- 
nal interests of our country, than all those 








evils which are ordinarily deemed special 
calamities combined together. Yes, mar- 
shal in one dread army, under one bloody 
flag, all the judgments that ever desolate 
this devoted world of sin and death,—blast- 
ing, mildew, hail-storms, tornadoes, earth- 
quakes, epidemics, famine, war, conflagra- 
tions, shipwrecks, rapine, murder; blow 
the trumpet long and loud, and call them 
to one combined, universal, dreadful onset; 
let them bear down, with fell purpose, and 
with unwonted wrath upon this terrestrial 
citadel of man, and strew their path with 
ruin as they pursue their onward march ; 
and here is one MONSTER—one plague of 
plagues—one scorpion of scorpions—one 
curse of curses, that can, single handed, 
outdothem all! His nameis LEGION. His 
spirit is fierce as a wounded tiger, uncon- 
trollable as a famished wolf, and malig- 
nant as a desolating fiend. His footsteps 
must be arrested, or the nation is undone.”’ 
The practical suggestion I would make 
to my fellow Sunday-school workers, as- 
semblingin the annual conventions, is that 
we do not content ourselves with the pas- 
sage of a formal resolution approving this 
great and sublimely important interest. 
Shall not the Sunday-school men and wo- 
men of this land vote to put themselves on 
record, by a pledge of total abstinence and 
a plan for efficient work, as the avowed, 
uncompromising and unalterable foes . of 
the damning curse of strong drink #? 
=_-— 








For The Sunday-School Times, 
Keeping at It. 


i achieve a given result in Sunday- 
school teaching requires more than 
single, scattered efforts. The well-pre- 
pared lesson, the calls upon absentees, and 
the keeping up of one’s zeal and interest, are 
necessary not only this present week, but 
they will be necessary during all succeeding 
weeks. Many fall short because they bring 
themselves up to the point of isolated, spas- 
modic efforts only, losing in the intervals 
the benefit of what progress they may have 
made. 

It is not the effort here and there that 
wins the day. Itis theregular, persistent, 
continued chain of effort vigorously plied, 
that brings success. When a class comes 
to understand that a teacher is neverabsent, 
never unprepared, never listless, never un- 
mindful of them during the week, a great 
and abiding influence has been gained. 

The requirement may seem burdensome 
to those not accustomed to persistent work. 
But there is no easier way. Success im- 
plies constant laborious effort. Each day’s 
duty requires the maximum of that day’s 
powers and exertions. No one week is 
required to bear the burden of other weeks. 
Tf one is faithful to the hour, and that con+ 
tinuously, the reward is sure. The law of 
habit acts in this connection with helpful 
power. That which has been done again 
and again, even though at first wearily, 
soon becomes easy and pleasant through 
frequent repetition. The teacher who has 
long taught will painfully miss the accus- 
tomed privilege, if for a time he is deprived 





of it. The exercise of heart and brain will 
have become necessary to his spiritual 
health. The gleaning and giving of truth 
will have become a delight. 

In forming this habit, difficulties must 
be encountered and overcome. There are 
no times when we may listlessly lie upon 
our oars and expect that now it is started, 
our class work will in some way go on of 
itself. We must keep at it. There is al- 
ways something to be done, in study, in 
visits, in the private note, in general work 
for the school, in quiet, personal, week-day 
help extended to a scholar. But while 
hands are busy about every day duties, 
there is always the resort of prayer. To 
do anything well in this blessed work of 
ours in the Sunday-school, we must keep 
prayerfully atit, studiously at it, earnestly, 
patiently, hopefully at it, and always at it. 

C. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Two Teachers’ Meetings. 


T was the evening for the teachers’ meet- 
ing. The appointment was given out 
during the Sunday-school session, and also 
from the pulpit. The pastor, with the use 
of the general question papers of the school, 
led the meeting. A fair proportion of the 
teachers were present. The leader con- 
fined himself only a short time to the rou- 
tine questions of the paper, putting them 
individually to different members of the 
class, in the order in which they happened 
to besitting. There was a certain noticea- 
ble hesitation in answering these questions, 
simple though they were. Occasionally 
some impromptu question, put by some 
member of the class, would stir the rather 
limp ideas of the others, as a truant breeze 
might stir a border of drooping plants. 
The pastor, too, would occasionally give 
most pertinent and delightful information, 
and suggest most interesting questions, 
leaving the order of the question paper en- 
tirely, in manyinstances. Toward the close 
of the hour, the main topics of the lesson be- 
ing gathered in available shape, the discus- 
sion of individual views became freer. The 
man who always objected to whatever all 
the others agreed upon, made his objections. 
The opinionated teacher who could manage 
to find a counterpart idea in the lesson, 
proceeded to ventilate his opinions; and 
the good brother whom everybody but the 
said objector loved and deferred to, proceed- 
ed to say, as he folded his lesson paper and 
put it in his Bible, ‘‘ Well, we’re just 
ready to begin to study the lesson now!”’ 
This is the way the ‘‘ Teachers’ Meeting’’ 
of one Sunday-school I know of was con- 
ducted. 

In another meeting I wot of, each teacher 
came with one verse of the lesson as ex- 
haustively prepared as was possible, while 
the whole lesson was supposed to have re- 
ceived some study. The pastor knew which 
teacher to call upon for the exposition of 
the verse next in order. Each teacher in 
this way not only brought the interest and 
readiness which thorough preparation al- 
ways gives, but also in turn reaped the 
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enefit of each of his fellow teachers’ care- 
ful and laborious study. There was no 
hesitation. Each answered when his turn 
came. Each knowing exactly what was 
expected, felt at ease and ready to contri- 
bute to the general fund. Impromptu 
questions arose naturally, and multitudi- 
nously, in such a mental atmosphere as 
this. There was no slowness of speech. 
From the beginning there seemed to be 
only calm watchfulness for opportunity to 
speak without forwardness. There was no 
infringing on established laws of order. 
Unsatisfactory points were allowed scope 
for examination, and sometimes for de- 
cision. The hour was full, from the begin- 
ning to the end. 

Which of these two meetings was the 
best preparation for further study of the 
lesson? Is it as well to come to the teach- 
ers’ meeting in ignorance of more than the 
subject of the lesson, and with absolutely 
no preparation of thought and prayer, as it 
is to come in this latter way with heart and 
mind full; prepared both to give and to 
receive? Will the lesson dwelling in the 
thought the remainder of the week, be 
likely te become any too well appropriated 
by this careful thorough study? Is it well 
just to begin to study the lesson after the 
teachers’ meeting ? 

Will not the pastor’s instructions be of 
double value if the heart and mind have 
been prepared understandingly to receive 
them? Is it not fair that the teachers, as 
well as the pastor, should make an effort 
for preparation before the hour arrives for 
the teachers’ meeting? : M. I. 


uo+g oe -— 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
A Blackbeard Exercise, 


UR lesson last Sunday included the last 
verse of the 18th chapter of the Acts— 
‘*For he mightily convinced the Jews, and 
that publicly, showing by the Scriptures 
that Jesus was Christ.’’ We put it on the 
board thus: 
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I-ntercessor. 
OUR 
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} 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Anderson, Ind. Ped i 8 





FEED My LAamss.—‘‘Gold Pen,” in The 
Christian Union, reasonably complains of a 
treatment which is by no means uncom- 
mon, but which is as short-sighted and 
reprehensible as almost any evil in con- 
nection with Sunday-school management. 
Hear him: 

The school for the classes is in the body of 
the church. We, the infants, are entombed 
in the basement, in a large square room 
devoid of ornament or adorning of any de- 
s2ription. The seats are after the fashion 
of all antiquated lecture-rooms, so high that 
the children are unable to touch a toe to 








the floor without slipping off. We have 
had a little variety of late in their arrange- 
ment, owing to the fact that a newly or- 
ganized temperance society has taken pos- 
session of it, so that when I entered it a few 
weeks ago, I found the centre of the room 
as blank as a bare floor and nothing, could 
make it. By the way, the floors have not 
been scrubbed since—well, at least since Z 
took the school. The windows are hermeti- 
cally sealed, preventing all healthful ven- 
tilation, and when the advance of the sum- 
mer renders furnace heat intolerable, the 
air is the same as that of a deep, damp cel- 
lar. A more forlorn, miserable place, I do 
not care to enter, and indeed, one more 
detrimental to the health. And this is for 
the infants of the church who are to be 
trained to Jove the Sunday-school. I hope 
I may be instrumental in God’s hand of 
leading them to love him, his truth, and 
myself, for no attraction of place will draw 
or hold them there. 


~~ <> + 


Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 








Iowa—(Official.)—We have received the call 
to the fifth annual Convention of the Iowa 
State Sabbath-School Association. The body 
will meet in the Baptist church of Cedar Rapids, 
on the 7th, 8th,and 9th daysof June. Earnest 
interest is aroused in the State in advance of 
the meeting. H.Scott Howell, of Keokuk, is 
President, and W. Frank Paxton, of Daven- 
port, Secretary, of the State Convention. 





Missouri—(Official.)—We have also received 
the call and full programme ofthe forthcoming 
Missouri Convention. It will assemble in the 
First Presbyterian church of Hannibal on the 
14th, 15th, and 16th of June, beginning on 
Tuesday, the 14th, at 10 o’clock A.M. The 
call is a very earnest, stirring one. Thomas 
Marshall is chairman of the State Central 
Committee; Joseph H. Alexander, of St. 
Charles, President; and J. W. McIntyre, of 
St. Louis, Secretary. 





The Ohio Convention (Official).—The State 
Secretary, Prof. J. Tuckerman, of Austinburg, 
Ashtabula County, sends us the call to the 
Ohio Convention, which meets at Springfield 
on Wednesday and Thursday, June Ist and 2d. 
The call states : 

“The Committees—general and local—are 
completing arrangements which will make 
this Convention one of great interest and pro- 
fit to all Sabbath-school workers, The pro- 
gramme will embrace the consideration of 
practical questions pertaining to the work. 
The usual half-fare arrangements will be 
made with the railroad companies of the State, 
80 far as possible. Springfield offers Chris- 
tian hospitality to all who attend, and the ex- 
tensive revival of last winter renders it a pe- 
culiarly fitting place for the Convention. 
Philip Phillips will lead the music. Every 
Sabbath-school in the State is invited to send 
one or more delegates. The officers of the 
County Unions are requested to forward their 
reports to the Corresponding Secretary as soon 
as possible.”’ 





Roek County, Wisconsin.—The quarterly 
meeting of the Rock County Sabbath-Schoo] 
Convention will be held in the Methodist Epis. 
copal church at Beloit, May 24th and 25th. An 
interesting programme is marked out. J. H, 
Kinney, of Janesville, is President, and J, ©, 
Plumb, of Milton, Secretary. 





Kings County, N. Y.—On Tuesday evening, 
May 10, the Kings county (Long Island) Sun- 
day-School Association held their monthly 
meeting in the Reformed church, Flatbush, 
John D. Prince, Esq., presiding. The edifice 
was crowded notwithstanding the rain, many 
riding for miles to attend. Addresses were 
made by Rev. Mr. Taylor, Mr. Kellogg, Philip 
Phillips conducting the singing. J.R.M, 





Personal.—The Rey. J. H. Vincent has 
been invited to present a paper on “‘ The Sun- 
day-School Work”’ before the Evangelical Al- © 
liance which meets next fall in New York 
city. Mr. Vincent has an extensive personal 
Sunday-school acquaintance abroad. As Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Methodist Sun- 
day-School Union, he is also about to make 
an extended official visit westward. He will 
go as far as Omaha, attending en route various — 
Sunday-school Conventions and other meet- 
ings. He will be absent about five weeks, and 
will visit Erie, Chicago, Rock Island, Council 
Bluffs, Fond du Lac, Wis., Ottawa, New Al- 
bany, Ind., and Louisville, Ky. 

LEwIs D. Vat, Esq., Secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania State Sunday-School Association, is 
visiting some of the cities and towns in the 
interior of the State, in advance of the Harris- 
burg meeting. He spent Sabbath, May 8th, 
in Scranton, and addresged the different Sab- 
bath schools there. He is well received, and 
is meeting with encouraging success, 

JAMES S, OSTRANDER, formerly of Albany, 
has removed to New York city and become 
the General Agent of the Methodist Episcopal, 
Sunday-School Union. He is charged with 
the duty of making Sunday-school visitations, 
holding Institutes, recommending teachers’ 
helps, instructing classes in Sacred Geogra- 
phy, taking collections for the Union, etc., 
and ‘‘ pushing things’? generally in the Sun- 
day-school interests of his denomination. 
He is taking hold vigorously. Success to him 
in his good work. We wish that each of the 
Evangelical denominations had an agent in 
its own field doing asimilar work. 





Making it Shorter.—At a special meeting 
of the Board of Managers of The Congrega- 
tional Sabbath-School and Publishing Society, 
lately held in Boston, it was voted to apply to 
the Legislature for permission to change their 
name, style and title to The Congregational 
Publishing Society. An improvement, cer- 
tainly. We wish they may succeed. 





The Great Hail Storm.—The most terrific 
hail storm that ever visited Philadelphia 
passed over the city on Sabbath afternoon last, 
the 8th inst., at half-past two o’clock, the hour 
when most of the Sabbath-schools had but 
fairly assembled in their afternoon sessions. 
The fierce roaring of the storm, the din of the 
rattling hail, and the breaking of glass in all 
directions combined to spread confusion and 
consternation in many of the schools. Some 
of the infant-classes, particularly, were with 
great difficulty quieted. Singing was the only 
resort, even this failing in more than one in- 
stance, to drown the noise of the elements and 
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calm the fears of the little ones, Thousands of 
window panes were broken in scores of Sun- 
day-schools, and the pelting storm came un- 
obstructed into the rooms. Some superinten- 
dents improved the occasion by appropriate 
allusions. The storm lasted in almost unin- 
terrupted violence for nearly twenty minutes. 
The hail-stones were remarkably large in size, 
many of them being one and a half to two 
inches in diameter, and most of them the size 
of an ordinary walnut. 

New York City.—-The regular monthly 
meeting of the Teachers’ Association of the 
Baptist Sunday-School Union was held in the 
Tabernacle church, on Second Avenue, Mon- 
day evening, May 9th. The subject of co- 
operation between parents and teachers was 
discussed by J. C. Overheiser, Vice President, 
the Rev. Dr. Cuthbert from South Carolina, 
Rev. Dr. Miller, of Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
and Mr. Stoddard. 


A NEW mission chapel for colored people 
was opened at No. 25 Allen Street, on Sunday 
the 8th instant. The mission is one of four- 
teen already established in the eity under the 
auspices of the New York Sunday-school 
and Mission Society of the Methodist Episco- 
palchurch, The services consisted of a ser- 
mon in the morning by Rev. Dr. Curry, 
speeches and addresses by white and colored 
laymen in the afternoon, and a sermon at 
night by Rev. Wm. Rose. Crowds were in 
attendance. . 

THE Five Points House of Industry cele- 
brated its sixteenth anniversary in Steinway 
Hall on the evening of May 9th. The children 
contributed a great variety of exercises to the 
entertainment. J. W. Girard, Dr. Paxton and 
Mr. Choate were the speakers. The former 
said that he had been engaged all his life in 
the study and alleviation of crime and pau- 
perism, and after an experience of many years 
he had come to the firm belief that to deal at 
all with these evils we must begin with the young. 
The old have become fixed in their evil habits 
which are next to impossible to break, but 
the young are plastic, and you can mould them 
as you will. They are great imitators, and 
whether they see an example of virtue or vice 
they are quick to follow it. The way to reach 
and bless the young in a great city like New 
York, is to feed and clothe them, and to ex- 
press an interest in and practical sympathy 
with them, Feed their .bodies, then their 
minds and their hearts, and you will bless 
their souls for time and eternity. 


It is anniversary week in New York, seve- 
ral prominent societies, union and denomina- 
tional, having already held their celebrations, 
which have been successful as to interest and 
general attendance. NEw YORK. 





Philadelphia.—The McDowell Mission.— 
This mission is an encouraging instance of the 
value of mission work, and of the general colo- 
nizing idea, in Christian efforts. Just two 
years have passed since a few teachers from 
the prosperous school belonging to the Spring 
Garden Presbyterian chureh, started an enter- 
prise in one of the newer parts of the city, and 
ealled it by the name of their former venerable 
pastor. Almost at once the mission was 
greeted with gratifyimg success. In little over 
one year they were considering the question 
of an independent existence, and’ invited a 
minister of Christ to labor with them in meet- 
ing the call for religious instruction of the 
families in their neighborhood. And now, im 





two years, they have organized a church of 23 
communicant members, called this man to be 
their pastor, have applied for admission and 
been received into the Central Presbytery 
of Philadelphia, and start their new career as 
a church organization. They number 265 
teachers, officers and scholars, and are fairly 
on the road to a prosperous life. Their style 
and title is ‘‘ The Columbia Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church.” A lot of ground has been se- 
cured, and achapel is soon to be erected there- 
on. The Rev. William H. Hodge is pastor, 
and Albert W. Clarke, superintendent of the 
school, 

Such a remarkably quick and vigorous 
growth, is a loud call upon the churches and 
Sabbath-schools in other localities, to inaugu- 
rate like efforts. The command to churches, 
as to the race, is certainly, ‘‘ Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish” the waste places of 
the earth. It is the duty of all fairly estab- 
lished churches and Sabbath-schools to colo- 
nize, colonize, colonize! 

THE Sabbath-school of the Kensington 
Presbyterian chureh (Rev. W. O. Johnstone 
pastor, and Mr. Neilly, superintendent, ) 
held its anniversary May ist. ‘‘ Father Mar- 
tin,’ and R. S. Walton made addresses. The 
anniversary of Wharton Street Presbyterian 
Sunday-school, (J. Henry Sharpe, pastor, and 
W.G. Warden, superintendent,) was also held 
on the same day. The Rev. H. C. McCook, 
Rey. Frank Robbins and E. O. Thompson, a 
former superintendent, making addresses. 
Both occasions were pleasant. At the latter 
the pastor proposed the motto, ‘‘Looking unto 
Jesus,’’ for the coming year, and congratula- 
ted the school that fourteen of its number had 
recently united with the church, and that 
there were many more who gave hope of fol- 
lowing their example. The ladies of the 
church prepared a surprise for the infant- 
school, in a beautiful silk banner, with fields 
of blue and scarlet, inscribed on one side, 
“The Albert Barnes Band,’’ and on the other, 
“Jesus is our Shepherd.’’ This was presented 
through the pastor, and one of the little lambs 
of the flock responded by reciting the 23d 
Psalm. This event was one of intense inte- 
rest. Quite a large number of rewards of 
merit, books and cards, were then distributed. 

A NEw mission has been started by the Ta- 
bernacle Baptist church (George A. Peltz, 
pastor.) It held its opening on Sabbath last, 
and notwithstanding the great hail storm, over 
70 persons were present. The location is 
Sixteenth and Christian streets. Deacon W. 
Syckelmoore, superintendent of the Adult 
School of the Tabernacle church, resigned that 
post to take charge of the new mission. A use- 
ful future is before the enterprise. May it 
prove a blessed success! 

THE Forty-sixth anniversary of the Sunday- 
schools of St. Andrew’s Protestant Episcopal 
church was held Sunday afternoon, May 8th. 
The church-school and its mission and colored 
schools have a total of 61 teachers and 744 scho- 
lars. 

TueE fifteenth anniversary of the Eleventh 
Street Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 
was heldon Thursday evening, May 12th. The 
exercises were so truly entertaining and 
pleasant, as to call for their repetition at an 
early day. Francis Fidler is superintendent. 

BETHANY Mission, John Wanamaker super- 
intendent, now numbers 120 teachers, and 
1750 scholars. 

THE quarterly meeting of the Baptist Sun- 
day-school Association of Philadelphia, was 





held in Dr. Magoon’s church, Broad Street, on 
Tuesday evening, May 10th. The manage- 
ment of the library was discussed and speeches 
short and to the point were made on the essen- 
tials to success of Sunday-school teaching. 

THE May meeting of the Philadelphia Sun- 
day-School Teachers’ Institute was held on 
Monday evening, May 16th, in the Tabernacle 
Baptist church. The missionary aspect was 
earnestly discussed. A further account may be 
expected next week. This meeting closes the 
Institute sessions for this summer. 





Brooklyn.—May Meeting of the Sunday- 
School Union.—Our regular monthly meeting 
was held in the First Reformed church on Jo- 
ralemon street. The edifice was filled. The 
hymns for the approaching anniversary cele- 
bration, on the 31st, were to be sung over, and 
addresses were to be made by two new men in 
our city, the Rev. George F. Pentecost, and 
Rev. Edward P. Ingersoll. James McGee, 
President, occupied the chair. After singing 
and prayer and stimulating introductory re- 
marks by the chairman, the Rev. Mr. Pente- 
cost, of the Hanson Place Baptist church, 
spoke. 

He said that the Sunday-school, as a legiti- 
mate outgrowth of Protestantism, effectually 
branded.as a silly and glaring untruth, the 
scandal of indirect Romanism, that Protes- 
tantism is a failure. 

It was impossible, he said, for the Roman 
Catholic church to establish any Sunday- 
schools without violating the very principles 
of their institution and they have always re- 
sisted advance. 


PRESENT POSITION OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


The Sunday-school is now in the very fore 
front of religious progress, The Sunday- 
school interests are of universal extent and 
catholic importance, and such as all Protes- 
tants feel the need of. Our Sunday-school in- 
stitutions have driven them (the Roman 
Catholics) through sheer stress of weather to 
inaugurate institutions as near our own as the 
genius of their system will allow. The Sunday- 
school is the grand feature of the 19th century’s 
religious progress, but it is not now what it 
was when it began, it is assimilated toa new 
character and a new genius. The rise of the 
Sunday-school dates from the time when it 
consisted of ragged children drawn there by 
gifts of garments, when it was only for outcast 
children, but now, said he, whose children are 
thought too good to go to Sunday-school, as 
were the Deacons’ children in the old times ? 


NO LONGER A NURSERY. 


The Sunday-school then was considered 
“the nursery of the church,’ but it is so no 
longer, but the great harvest field, whence the 
sheaves should be gathered into the granary 
of the Lord. In this age, when men are 
rising up and assailing Christianity from the 
most advanced standpoints, God recruits his 
army from the children. 

NO LONGER A MORAL SCHOOL. 

Another feature of the Sunday-school, now 
gone by, is, that it is no longer a moral school 
to train children in moral lessons. The speaker 
then described the Episcopal Sunday-school 
he attended in his youth, sitting on benches 
with his feet three inches from the floor, and 
how the scholars were taught the catechism, 
the ten commandments, etc., and taught to do 
all good things. 

THE TEACHER’S MISSION, 


The mission of the Sunday-school teacher 
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is the mission of preaching the gospel, no 
more, no less. The question is ‘‘Can we 
preach the gospel to children—is the conver- 
sion of little children a practical matter?’ He 
thought it was, and if the Sunday-school was 
organized from this point the church would be 
a church of revivals. He felt certain that 
young children could be intelligently con- 
verted to Christ. The Sunday-school had a 
reflex influence on the world. The speaker 
then related how his women folks were much 
troubled the other day about fitting their 
spring dresses, and gave vent to ejaculations of 
despair, till his little five year old child told 
them to ‘‘ go to Jesus” about it, and he thought 
if we oftener went to Jesus with our little 
troubles it would be better. He often felt so 
when he ‘“ got stuck on a sermon,” and ‘‘ had 
gone and told Jesus about it.””. Mr. Pentecost 
told several anecdotes in illustration of his re- 
marks, 


After singing, the Rev. Edward P. Inger- 
soll of the Middle Reformed church in Harri- 
son street, spoke. He said that the best 
speech he could now make would be in two 
words, ‘‘Go home;” for the brother had so 
frrestalled him by his comprehensive re- 
marks that he had little to say. The best sense 
of all was in the Sabbath-school, and he was 
glad that teachers were rising more and more 
to a sense that this was the good work, this 
taking care of the lambs. We get a strong 
church by taking care of the little ones. But 
the great want of the Sabbath-school is the 
want of proper preparation in the work. There 
should also be manifested an individual love 
for the children, and a personal interest in 
each one. ‘Call them out,’’ talk directly to 
them with point and pith. The possession of 
‘*surprise’’ power was a great aid—something 
that quickens the mind and wakes it up, the 
power ofawakening thought. Teachers should 
cause children to ask questions. Mark outa 
general course, but not carry them along it, 
make them think for themselves. Every 
teacher has just the place thatthe minister has, 
They should lead, not send; say ‘‘ come,’ not 
“6 g0,”” 

The selection and rendering of the anniver- 
sary hymns was highly appreciated, and a 
complimentary vote was passed to the Music 
Committee, on motion of Mr. Gustavus Brett. 

J. R. M. 





Washington City, D. C.—The Sunday- 
School Union of Washington, which embraces 
about thirty schools, held a meeting in Lin- 
coln Hall, on Sunday afternoon, May 8th. The 
schools did not come as distinct organizations, 
but the teachers and scholars nearly filled the 
hall, the largest in the city. Rev. Dr. Parker 
offered the opening prayer, and the whole au- 
dience joined in the Lord’s Prayer. Rev. Mr. 
Hall, Secretary of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, read the 23d Psalm, the scholars 
repeating each sentence after him. Mr. Rose- 
dale, son of a missionary in Syria, gave an in- 
teresting account of the present inhabitants 
and appenrance of Bethlehem. Rev. Mr. Pit- 
zer, of the Central Presbyterian church, urged 
upon teachers the value of the Old Testament 
as a source of illustration in teaching, and re- 
peated some of the Bible stories in an inte- 
resting manner. Rev. Mr. Cuthbert, ofthe First 
Baptist church, told all to keep in sight of the 
cross. The singing was spirited, such hymns 
as the following being used: “Sweet Hour of 
Prayer,’’ ‘‘ Nearer, my God, to Thee,’”’ ‘* How 
Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds,’’ These 














meetings are held quarterly, and have thus 
far been very profitable. J. B. G. 

A GRAND Normal Institute for the Sunday- 
school teachers of the Methodist Episcopal 
church will begin its sessions in Washington 
City on Sunday, May 22d, and continue during 
the evenings of the week to Thursday, includ- 
ing also a Thursday afternoon session. The 
programme isa very full document, embracing 
the order of exercises, completely laid out 
with names of speakers, topics, notes, and 
suggestions to teachers, hymns, blank pages 
for taking notes, list of text-books for teach- 
ers, and marginal texts and sentences on each 
page, for inciting to greater faithfulness in this 
work and laborof love. Other Sabbath-school 
teachers of the city and District of Columbia 
are invited to attend and share the privilege 
with their Methodist brethren. The anniver- 
sary jubilee meetings of the Methodist schools 
will be held in different churches on the after- 
noon of the Sabbath succeeding the Institute 
week. Warren Choate, A. W. Eastlack, Ju- 
lius Soper, W. H. Wormersley, and W. W.S. 
Dyer, are the Committee of Arrangements for 
the Institute. The opening sermon on Sunday, 
May 22d, will be preached at the Foundry 
church by the Rev. Dr. Alex. BK. Gibson, Pre- 
sident of the Methodist Sunday-School Union. 
The remaining sessions of the Institute will 
be held in Wesley chapel. 


The California State Convention.—The 
third annual State Sunday-School Convention 
of California was held in the Congregational 
church at Sacramento on the 26th, 27th, and 
28th of April. There was a larger delegation 
present than at any former Convention. Intc- 
resting and instructive addresses were given 
by Rev. O. P. Fitzgerald, D. D., the State Su- 
perintendent of Common Schools, Rev. J. H. 
Wythe, D. D., Rev. George Moar, D. D., Rev. 
T. M. Cunningham, D. D., Prof. H. J. Nelson. 
The latter gentleman also gave very interest- 
ing blackboard exercises. Oneof the attractive 
exercises of the Convention was the Question 
Drawer, conducted by Wm. F. Peters. Seve- 
ral important questions relating to the Sun- 
day-school work were discussed by members 
of the Convention. Rev. J. E. Dwinell, D. D., 
was elected President; Wm. M. Cubery, Cor- 
responding Secretary; Dr. S. C. Brown, Re- 
cording Secretary. 

The delegates reported much interest in the 
schools in different parts of the State, not only 
as regards increase of numbers, but also a large 
number of conversions. 

The following is the Evecutive Committee 
for the present year: Rev. J. E. Dwinell, D. D., 
Wm. F. Peters, George H. Hare, Prof. H. J. 
Nelson, E. R. Stockwell, Wm. M. Cubery, and 
W. Craig. 

The next Convention will be held in San 
Jose, commencing the third Tuesday of April, 
1871, OCCIDENT. 





California and the Pacific Slope.—The 
Presbyterian Monthly, writing of the many 
religious advantages enjoyed on the Pacific 
slope, says: 

And as to Sabbath-schools, they are perfectly 
bewitching. I have never seen so large a pro- 
portion of the population gather into Sabbath- 
schools, nor finer schools. Whatever these 
people take hold of, they do with a heartiness 
that is truly refreshing. I attended the (Cali- 
fornia) State Convention of Sabbath-schools, 
and also the State Convention of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, and was most 
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highly gratified and satisfied with the earnest. 
ness, the judiciousness, and the success, with 
which the working-power of those churches 
is brought out. There is no narrowness or 
bigotry of denomination apparent, They work 
together in the common cause, and for the 
common Master. 





Forsyth County, North Carolina.—Thg 
annual meeting of the Forsyth County Sun- 
day-School Union, was held in Salem on Mon. 
day, April 18th, 1870, at which the following 
officers were elected for the present year:—R, 
A. Vogler, President; Rev. W. W. Albea, 
Vice President; J.T. Lineback, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Rev. R. P. Lineback, Rev. R, 
Goley, Rev. I. C. Patterson, Rev. J. Prince, 
Rev. A. W. Craft, Rev. Lewis Rights, Thos, 
Spach, R. Gray, A. Griffith, H. D. Lott, are the 
Board of Managers. Five different denomi- 
nations are represented in the Board of Mana- 
gers, which shows the union feeling and the 
spirit manifested in the meeting. A number 
of new schools applied for connection with the 
County Union, and it was determined to hold 
a meeting on the sccond Saturday of May 
next, at which time the schools in the county 
desiring to belong, shallsend in a copy of their 
Constitution, and if possible, be represented 
by one or more ofiicers of the school. 

‘*Behold how good and how pleasant it is, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity.”’— 
SALEM, 





Elmira, N. ¥Y.—The pastors and Sabbath- 
school teachers of the evangelical churches of 
Elmira, meet weekly for the study of Bible- 
lessons, The Institute is largely attended, and 
its exercises are full of interest.—The Hvan- 
gelist. u 





Baptist Sunday-School Statistics.— In the 


| American Baptist Year-Book, for 1870, just 
| published, we find the following statistics of 





Sunday-schools in the Baptist denomination 
in this country: Schools 3,594, teachers 37,881, 
scholars 337,647, volumes in libraries 464,841, 
expenses of schools for the last year $45,820.50, 
missionary collections $73,927.13. Conversions, 
317 teachers, 5,699 scholars. 





Bequest to Sunday-Schools.—We see it 
stated that the late E. Y. Bright, of Sunbury, 
Pennsylvania, bequeathed $1000 to the Luthe- 
ran Sunday-school, and to each of the other 
Sunday-schools of that place. Why should 
not more of our wealthy Christian citizens, 
who have, either in their own persons or in 
their families, received so many blessings 
through the Sabbath-school, remember it in 
this distinctive way? Is there a church any- 
where that would not rejoice in such special 
designation of the wealth of some of its mem- 
bers? 





Fruit of a Sunday-School Institute.—The 
Sunday-School Journal says: Sunday-school 
Institutes bear good fruit. They are among 
the most profitable services of the modern 
church. Such words as the following are full 
of cheer. They are from Watertown, N. Y:: 
‘““We have enlarged and beautified our Sun- 
day-school rooms, and think we have as pleas- 
ant rooms as can be found in Northern New 
York. Walls are frescoed, ornamented with 
various emblems and Scripture mottoes, the 
floor carpeted, and the principal room seated 
with chairs. Our teachers’ meetings are well 
sustained, notwithstanding it is so often said 
that this cannot be done. We date our Sun- 
day-school birth from your institute here.”’ 











THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Ca 
— 


333 








Books. ‘ 


THs SPENCERS. By Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, D.D. 
New York: American Tract Society. Dr. Fyng in- 
forms us in his preface that the leading facts in 
this story have occurred in his own pastoral work, 
the names, localities and combinations being 
changed so as to prevent identification or the ap- 
pearance of personality. Without such a declara- 
tion on his part, we could readily have imagined 
this to be the case. The story,in all its parts, is 
wonderfully life-like and real. It is also one of 
abounding interest. Werecominend it most heav- 
tily toa place in the Sunday-school library. Its 
one great lesson is the power of home influence in 
pringing men to a saving knowledge of Christ. 
While speaking thus strongly of the excellencies 
ofthe book, we feel bound to notice the extreme 
carelessness of the author in regard to his phrase- 
ology. Books for the young should, of all books, 
be in good English. 

“They arose to a degree comforted and tranquil,” 
p.10. “Toa degree” means nothing, unless some 
other word is inserted to show what degree is in- 
tended, as ‘“‘toa high degree,” ‘a considerable de- 
gree,” “in some degree,” &c. Besides this, the sen- 
tence is capable of what is technically called a 
squinting construction. The words “to a degree’ 
may refer either back to “arose,’’ or forward to 
“gomforted and tranquil.”’ The sentence accord- 
ingly may mean “They arose to a degree,’ or 
“comforted and tranquil to a degree.” 


“Gloried in the perfect independence of his con- 
trol,” p. 16. The author meant to say, ‘“‘gloried in 
his perfect independence of control.” 

“They laid the three peacefully to rest in the lit- 
tl: shaded church-yard beneath the trees, under 
whose shadow they had chatted with those now 
surviving a thousand times,” p. 22. Surviving peo- 
plea thousand times issomething new under the 
sun, The author doubtless meant that these folks 
had chatted together a thousand times, but he does 
not say so. 

“He by no means despaired of seeing her come 
out of the cloud which now covered her with a 
meek and grateful heart,’ p. 43. This is a new of- 
fice for the clouds to perform,—to cover people 
witha meek and grateful heart. The author pro- 
bably meant to speak of ‘“‘seeing her come, with a 
meek and grateful heart, out of the cloud which co- 
vered her,’’ but he does not say so. 

“Banks of sea-weed were piled up around these 
huts, kept down from the power of the wind by 
large stones laid on the top, to exclude the cold 
and snow of winter,” p. 45. This sentence is a per- 
fect muddle. It is impossible to determine by the 
language whether the large stones were laid on the 
top of the huts, or on the piles of sea-weed, also 
whether the stones were laid on the top to exclude 
the cold, or whether the sea-weed was piled up for 
that purpose. 

Itis an ungracious task tocomment on mistakes 
ofthis kind, If they were few and exceptional, we 
should be disposed to pass them by. But seventy 
or eighty blunders of the kind we have quoted are 
rather too much for a volume of this size. 

THE ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY OF WONDERS. New 
York: Charles Scribner & Co. We have repeatedly 
talled the attention of our readers to this “ Libra- 
ty,” as book after book has been added to it. 
Twelve volumes have now been issued, each one 
taking upsome subject in nature, science, or art, 
and with skillful care illustrating it in the light 
which the latest and largest investigations have 
thrown uponit. The many and brilliant wood-cut 
illustrations add to the clearness with which the 
Subjects are presented. Rew irded as a meansof 
popularizing knowleds:, we s:e not acquainted 
With a more healthful educational series. We re- 
peat that the young people in America should have 
access tothese books. Take the latest addition to 
them—the “Wonders of the Human Bodv,” just 
issued. We have in it a complete condensed ac- 
count of the human body in its structure and fune- 
tions, in sufficient minuteness of details to satisfy 
the needs of a general knowledge, and so intensely 
interesting withal, as to attract and delight while 
itdoes its mission of healthful instruction. Pa- 
rents who would cultivate in their children a 
healthful taste for reading should have these yo- 





lumes among their household treasures. They 
will attract by their beautiful exterior, and beguile 
the young so that for the time the exciting ro- 
mance will be forgotten. 

STEPPING HEAVENWARD. 12mo, pp.426. By Mrs. 
E. Prentiss. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & 
Co. We can hardly conceive of a more truthful 
mirror of life than this book holds up of the cha- 
racters init. The struggles heavenward ofa very 
human heart, from girlhood to young womanhood, 
in the married relation, and in the duties and dis- 
cipline of maternity, in all their common, every- 
day details, are spread out before the reader ina 
way that makes him constantly feel that therecord 
is a true transcript not only of one life, but of a re- 
presentative human life. We find so many and 
such rich lessons in it, so full of gospel teachings, 
and free from the conventional forms of such teach- 
ings, that we cannotattempt to specify, but simply 
commend the book as one of the purest, truest, and 
best that has ever been written. Not a home but 
would bethe better for having it, and not a Sun- 
day-school where there is a class of larger girls but 
ought to procure one or more copies for its library. 


Dr. HANNA’S LIFE OF OUR LORD. The two vo- 
lumes completing this valuable work have just 
been issued by the Carters. They are entitled “The 
Last Day of our Lord's Passion,” and * Forty Days 
After the Resurrection.” We have already spoken 
of the earnest, able and impressive manner in 
which the author has taught the lessons of the sa- 
cred narrative. The work is very suggestive, and 
gives oneaclearer and fuller conception of the 
blessed Life than he is apt to get through ordinary 
helps. In an appendix a full chapter is devoted to 
the author’s exposition of the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians. Sabbath-school teachers will 
find Dr. Hanna’s work very helpful. We have fre- 
quently quoted it in our Weekly Lessons, The 
pastor and Bible-studying Christian will also want 
it to enrich their libraries, 

MEMOIR OF THE Rey. JOHN ScuDDER, M.D. By 
the Rev. J. B. Waterbury, D.D. New York: Harper 
«& Brothers. We have in this neat and compact 
volume a succinctly written life of a representa- 
tive missionary—one of a family justly celebrated 
in the history of Christian missions. For thirty- 
six years he labored successfully, as preacher and 
physician, in planting the gospel standard in In- 
dia. Wecommend the book to youthful readers 
especially, feeling that its interesting facts and re- 
citals will tend in no small degree to increase in 
them that personal zeal and devotion to the cause 
of foreign missious which we fear has of late years 
too largely declined in the churches. 

THE MartTyrR CHURCH OF MADAGASCAR, By 
Rey. Win. Ellis. Boston: Congregational Sabbath- 
School and Publishing Society. The work which has 
been done in Madagascar, in the way of martrydom 
on the part of Christians, and of the conversion of 
a whole pagan people to Christianity, seems almost 
equaltoanything recorded ofthe progress of the gos- 
pelin apostolictimes. The narrative of the introduc- 
tion, progress, and complete triumph of this mar- 
vellous work is contained in the present volume; 
and it is the most complete vindication that could 
be conceived of the character of modern evangeli- 
cal missions. The book is one of uncommon inte- 
rest and value. 

THE VALE OF CEDARS; or, The Martyr. By Grace 
Aguilar. New York: D. Appleton& Co. The third 
volume of Appleton’s new edition of Grace Agui- 
lar’s fascinating works. It is a tale of Spanish life, 
giving agraphie picture of the cruel persecutions 
and finalexpulsion of the Jews from Spain in the 
fifteenth century. The subjectaffordsa fine oppor- 
tunity for the author's highest powers of eloquence, 
and fora display of her passionate earnestness ina 
cause in which all the patriotism and humanity of 
her noble heart are enlisted. It is one of the most 
powcrtul of her remarkable works, 

IN SPAIN AND PoRTUGAL. By Hans Christian 
Andersen, Crown 8vo, Uniform American edi- 
tion. New York: Hurd & Houghton; Riverside, 
Cambridge: H. O. Houghton & Co. Thisis the fourth 
volume of Houghton’s splendid edition of Ander- 
sen’s works, and the first of his series of sketches 
and travels. The more we see of the author's wri- 
tings, the more enamored we become of their rich 
beauty. His very prose is poetryinambush. This 
quality lends its peculiar flavor to these charming 
s\xetches of travels in Spain and Portugal. He isa 





most delightful travelling companion, imparting 
to the reader some of his own glowing enthusiasm, 
and by showing everything in the rich colors of his 
warm, cultivated imagination, gives one more ac- 
curate and impressive views of nature, art, and life 
in the places visited, than could be obtained by vo- 


‘lumes of less sympathetic narrations, The pub- 


lishers deserve to be complimented for the truly 
handsome exterior which they are giving to this 
edition. 

LIGHT FROM THE Cross. By Annie M. Lawrence, 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. The aim of the author 
in this interesting story is to impress the truth 
that only in the light which shines from the cross 
of Christ can the true way and end of our earthly 
life be clearly traced. With this illumination the 
path of every-day duty is made plain, and common- 
est things are seen to make up the rounded life of 
usefulness and success. A good many characters 
are introduced to give variety and interest, and 
complete the lesson from different points of view. 
Thestory is good, without being particularly strong, 
and is calculated to be useful. Like all the books 
of this publishing house, it has a substantial and 
handsome exterior. 

LiLy’s Lesson. By Joanna H,. Mathews, author 
of the “Bessie Books. New York: Robert Carter 
& Brothers. Underthe general title of * Flowerets,”’ 
this successful writer for the young has beguna 
series of stories on the Commandments, which 
promises to be very useful and popular. The first 
issued is on the fifth Commandment, and teaches 
its lesson of obedience to parents, in asuch @ way 
that the little reader will never forgetit. The book 
is for the smaller children in the Sabbath-school, 
and for the nursery. 


THE SECRET DRAWER. New York: Thomas Nel- 
son & Sons. The “secret drawer” is the repository 
of the hard earnings of an Italian refugee in Eug- 
land, who treasures her means sacredly, denying 
herself, and suffering misrepresentation, that she 
may cancel the debts of her deceased father. It 
presents an example of filial and sisterly devotion 
such as only a true woman can exhibit, The book 
is bound in an unusually tasteful and attractive 
style. 

Harpy Lieut. By the author of ‘Margaret 
Chester,’ &c. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Publica- 
tion Committee. This is a good boys’ story, showing 
principally the inestimable value of acareful home- 
training. It is an additional volume of the ‘‘Old 
Chateau” series, and is calculated to be useful, 
while it will certainly be entertaining for youth- 
ful readers. 

THE FOUNTAIN KLOOF. Philadelphia: Presbyte- 
rian Board of Publication. This is astory descrip- 
tive of missionary life in South Africa, the mate- 
rials being taken from incidents in the life of Mof- 
fat and other missionaries in that region, and 
worked up intoa regular story. It isa good book 
for the Sabbath-school library. 

THE MAJOR AND KNAPP ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY. 
New York: 71 Broadway. Without exception this 
is the most faultlessly beautiful specimen of typo- 
graphy and press-work we have ever seen. Itis 
hard to imagine anything more perfect in the 
printers’ art, and one wonders that the art has 
ever reached such a height of perfection, as his eye 
runs admiringly over these pages. The paper is of 
the best possible quality, richly toned, and each 
number contains several magnificent wood-cuts, 
with now and then a beautiful chromo-lithograph, 
and smaller gems of illustrations filling up the in- 
tervals. The reading matter is also very choice. 
When we say that these attractions can be had at 
the excessively cheap price of $2 a year, we think 
that no further word is necessary. Send for it, and 
get ihe back numbers from the beginning of the 
year, which began the Journal. It will make, ina 
little while, a magnificent volume for binding and 
placing on the centre-table. 

ZELW’S POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA and Universal 
Dictionary of English Language, Science, Litera- 
ture and Art, Edited by L, Colange, Philadelphia: 
T. Ellwood Zell. This great undertaking is still pro- 
gressing lo completion, and is already quite avail- 
able for reference, nearly 1200 quarto pages having 
been reached and the letter “H’’ completed. The 
present number completes also the first volume, 
and is furnished with a title-page and list of abbre- 
viations used in the work. The whole work is to 
be illustrated w't' 7 >> 2600 wood-cuts, 
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Advertising Department. 





Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
It is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
tt anything of an objectionable character, under any 
circumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Send for Specimens. 


MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 





Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
ing Music Books. The prices by the hundred copies 
in board covers, are designated by the figures oppo- 
site each name, 


NOTES OF JOY, 30c. 
ECHO TO HAPPY VOICES, 30. 
BRIGHT JEWELS, 30c. 
SONGS OF GLADNESS, 30¢. 
NEW STANDARD SINGER, 40c. 
HE CASKET COMPLETE, 35. 
FRESH LEAVES, 30c. 
CHAPEL GEMS, 30c. 
SABBATH-SONGS, 35c. 
THE SILVER SPRAY, 30c. 
SABBATH CAROLS, 30c. 
FRESH LAURELS, 30c. 
SINGING PILGRIM, 35c.' 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 40c. 
TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDENPROMISE, 25c. 
THE CASKET, 30¢. 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL BANNER, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 75c. 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 35¢. 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 30c. 
HAPPY VOICES, 35c. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 30c. 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 65c. 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 30c. 
SABBATH CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDEN CENSER, 30c. 
SWEET SINGER, 30¢. 
THE DIADEM, 30c. 
CLARIONA, 50c. 


4@- Orders for any of the above publications re- 
spectfully solicited. Samples by mail, with expense 
of postage added, 


SONG AND MAP ROLLER; 


A New Apparatus, 





° FOR EXHIBITING 


Hymns, Maps, Programmes, Diagrams, &c. 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sabbath-Schools, Lecture-Rooms, 
Mission Chapels, &c. 
Gombining Simplicity with Durability, Neatness 


and Economy. For full information as to sizes, 
appearance and prices, send stamp for the Illus- 


DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE: 


COMPRISING ITS 
Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 
AND 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


Edited by WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


While other editions of this valuable 
work by the eminent author have appear- 
ed, it would be difficult to conceive of one 
better adapted to the wants of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers. This American Edi- 
tion isa reprint from Dr. Smith’s abridge- 
ment, prepared by his own hand, and has 
been published at a price that will bring it 
within reach of the large and important 
class of readers for whom it is intended. 
Besides three valuable maps and numerous 
small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very 
fine steel engravings. 


Octavo, 776 Pages. 


English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, $3.50 
Substantial Leather, Library Style, $4. 


Opinions Expressed. 


From fev. D. C. Eddy, Baptist. 
This edition is admirably adapted to general 
circulation, and has advantages over any other one 
now before the public. It should be in the hands 
of every Bible student and Sunday-school teacher, 


From Rev. Wm. FE. Schenck, Presbyterian. 

This abridgement, made by Dr. Smith himself, 
precisely meets the want of vast numbers of mi- 
nisters, Sabbath-school superintendents and teach- 
ers. The abridging process has been admirably 
performed; your edition contains, so far as I can 
judge. all of the larger work at all needful, except 
for the most learned and critical. 


From Bishop Janes, Methodist. 

It is and will be one of the standard works of its 
class. The edition you publish is a superior one, 
andits circulation must promotea more intelligent 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 


From Rev. Geo. Bushnell, Congregationalist. 

Iam glad there is such an edition of ‘‘Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible,’ in an abridged form. 
There can be no doubt that it has been edited with 
care and good judgment, and the publishers have 
done their part admirably well. 


From Rev. A. L. Chapin, Pres. Beloit Col., Wis. 
I rejoice that an abridgement of this work, made 
by Dr. Smith himself, is given to the American 
public ina form and ata price so well adapted to 
general circulation. Sunday-school teachers will 
find it an invaluable aid, almost indispensable in 
preparing for their work. 
From Rev. Henry B. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Prof. 
Union College, New York. 

It seems to me that this is the best of the abridged 
editions, equal in typography to the original, and 
surpassing itin its maps and illustrations, as well 
as in its exactness. 


From Rev. I. W. Andrews, Pres. Marietta Col- 
lege, Ohio. 

The large work is familiarto all scholars,and this 

abridged edition, isfor the great majority of read- 

ers, fully equal to that in many respects, and supe- 

rior in others. I take pleasure in giving it my 








trated Song Roller Circular, 


hearty commendation. 


ne 
EDMOND’S BANNER EMPORIUM. 
New! Cheap!! Elegant!!! 


Sunday-School Banners, Church Banners 
Temperance Banners, Anniversary Banners and 
Society Banners, of all descriptions, made to order 
in White Frosted Plush, a new and beautiful ma. 
terial, Catalogue containing full descriptions of 
styles and sizes, will be sent on addressin 
EDMOND’S BANNER AND MOTTO EMP6. 
RIUM, Norwich, Conn, 


GOOD BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 
PARTS OF SYRIA. 
Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rey, 
Henry S. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman 
D. D. Ithas been constructed after the personal 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them. 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 
pee, Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 
»esides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean, Ithas been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country, 


JERUSALEM 


AND 


ADJACENT PLACES. 


Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as itis “‘e. ¥ tohave appeared in the time of our 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleys in its vicinity. The 
prominent objects are delineated with great clear- 
ness, so that there is no difficulty in identifyin 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual an 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 








BIBLE LANDS, 


Itustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 


Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in a that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. The Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as far 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MusLIN—UNMOUNTED. 
Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durvin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine, It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south, 
This Map will be sent by mail on receipt of price. 





RELIEF MAP OF PALESTINE, 


Rev. W. L. Gage, author of “Studies in Bible 
Lands,” has recently imported a beautiful little 
Map of Palestine in the time of the patriarchs, 
made of papier mache, so moulded as to show the 
elevations and depressions of the face of the coun- 
try. It is intended for a teacher’s use in his class, 
and will aid greatly in understanding the Scriptu- 
ral «llusions to the mountains, hills and valleys of 
the Holy Land. Price $1, for which copies will be 
sent by mail. 





B@r EVERY SUBSCRIBER ~wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should - 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It willlast from year toyear. Price by 
mail, $1, 
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BLACK BOARDS. 


oo 





The Blackboard is now an important article of 
farniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools. We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 
manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 


2by 3 feet on each side (12 sq. ft. of surface) $3.50 
by 3% feet on each side (1744 sq. ft. of 


surface), Le - - $5.25 
3 by 4 feet on each side (24 sq. ft. of surface), $7.00 
3% by 444 feet on each side (31) sq. ft. of 

surface) $9.50 


4by 5 feet on each side (40 sq. ft. of surface), $12.00 


BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond’s frame or support, intended for the 
Blackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
qdmit of the Board revolving so as to present either 
side to the observer. Price $6. 


BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 
pound joint for supporting a Board while in use. 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 
sold with or withoutthem, Price $3, 


PORTABLE 
OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 


This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
gon ean be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully coated with Peirce’s Liquid 
Slating. 

PRICE OF THE SLATE: 
8squarefeetofsurface, - - - - $4.00 


CRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents, 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents, 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchase or not. 





JUST ISSUED. 


NEW AND ENLARGED EDITION 


OF 


SILVER SPRAY, 


BY 


W. H. DOANE, 


Containing twenty additional new and beautiful 
pieces, making it one of the largestand best Sab- 
bath-School Music Books now before the public. 
Price 30 cents. Specimen c: pies sent by mail. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


SHORT STUDIES 


For Sunday-School Teachers. 


BY REV. C. 8. ROBINSON, D. D. 








Sunday-school teachers have in this volume a col- 
lection of jewels. Some of the richest and freshest 
thoughts in the whole range of the Sunday-school 
are here embalmed in beautiful, terse, sometimes 
odd, and always original and strong expression, 
The work abounds in short, pithy, sententious illus- 
tration, and has nothing hackneyed in it. It is emi- 
nently suggestive, stimulating and refreshing, and 
will be a treasure to teachers, superintendents, 
talkers, and workers in the cause. Price, $1.25, 





Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
eompany the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 

Subscriptionsin Advance. 


100 copies, from May 29th tocloseofthe year, $6.00 
4 


"50 “ “ “ss ‘ “ 8.00 
25 “ “ “ “ “ 1.50 
10 “ “ “ “ “ 60¢ 





Try them! Try them!! 


100 copies, three months, on trial, - - $2.50 
Ss “ oe “ - é * 1.25 
25 oo “ o“ e e e 65¢e 
10 “ +. “ “ ~ ‘ i 30e 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies, 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 





MARCY’S SCIOPTICON 





Is an improved form of MAGIC LANTERN, 
combined with a coal-oil lamp of peculiar con- 
struction, which gives an intense light. All who 
have become acquainted with this new instrument 
see in it the accomplishment of what has long been 
desired by those who appreciate the value of visi- 
ble illustrations, as a means of imparting instruc- 
tion and of affording rational amusement. 
For circular and particulars, apply to 


L. J. MARCY, Manufacturer, 
632 ARCH STREET, Philadelphia. 


Graded uestion- Books. 








The following Graduated Text-Books are intend- 
ed to be used by the different classes in ‘any Sab- 
bath-school. They have been carefully prepared, 
with a view of meeting the varied capacities of the 
different scholars; so that a uniform lesson may be 
used for the entire school: 


GREAT DUTIES 


TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Children. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


GREAT TRUTHS 
OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Juvenile Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


HEROES OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Infant Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Children. 
THIRD SERIES—For Youth. 
FOURTH SERIES—For Adults. 


CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 


Volume I.—For Little Children. 
Volume II.—For Youth. 
Volume III.—For Adults. 











Price, $15 per 100 Copies. 
By mail, $2.08 per Dozen Copies. 





Sample copy for examination, 19 cents. 





“BRIGHT JEWELS” 


is unquestionably the best and most useful collec- 
tion of New Sunday-School Songs now offered. 
Containing not only the last unpublished eompo- 
sitions of the late 


WM. B. BRADBURY, 


but also new material by the Editor, Rev. RoBERT 
Lowry. Though we do not claim that the “mantle 
of Mr. BRADBURY has fallen upon him,” yet it is 
undeniable that Mr. Lowry, author of “ Beautifal 
River,” “Shall we know each other there?” &c., is 
now the most popular writer of Sunday-School 
Music in this country. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS” 


has already reached the large sale of 


185,000 Copies 


in a few months, which is all the evidence we need 
offer as to its popularity. 

GOLDEN CHAIN, GOLDEN SHOWER, GOLDEN 
CENSER and FRESH LAURELS were acknow- 
ledged the world over to be the best Sunday-School 
Song Books ever published, and BRIGHT JEWELS 
is fully equal to either. Remember that they are sold 
* the low price of $30 per 100 copies, in Board 

overs. 


““BRICHT JEWELS” 


is not only the best, but the cheapest. A “speci- 
plea of either of the above sent on receipt of 
cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, New York, 


(Successors to WM. B. BRADBURY.) 


PICTORIAL AIDS 
BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 


AND 
Congregational Bible Instruction. 
5 Large Charts. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 








These charts will be found very serviceable in 
the preparation of Lessons for Visible Illustration 
of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seen 
distinctly in a large room, and meet a want that 
has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
subjects, already prepared, with a description of 
each lesson, are, 


The Good Shepherd, 
Parable of the Sower, 
The Pillar of Truth, 
The Two Mansions, 
The Christian Armor. 


The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt of 
$2.50, or a sample for examination for 50 cents. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 


Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 








HIS ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 
thing for Clergymen, Students, Professional 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 744 feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size, 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed, 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are so ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books, 
Price $18. 
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Rev. A. B. Morse. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 











Lesson List for 1870. 


All schools using the course of Lessons that are 
appearing in our columns this year, would do well 
to provide their entire membership with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1870, 


which can be obtained at 25 cts. per 100 copies, post- 
paid, by addressing the Publishers of this paper. 


BOUND VOLUME 


FOR 


1869. 








The Sunday-School Times 


for last yearcontained 624 quarto pages of matertal, 
bearing on almost every phase of the Sabbath- 
school work. The whole volume has been carefully 
and systematically indexed, and bound substan- 
tially in cloth. It furnishes the most complete 
record of intelligence in regard to the present con- 
dition of Sabbath-schools, of all denominations, of 
any one medium published. A complete file of 
The Sunday-School Times during the past eleven 
years, would be a valuable prize for any one who 
desires to be thoroughly informed in regard to the 
rapid progress of the cause which is claiming the 
attention of some of the leading minds of the day. 
Price ‘of Volume XI, bound in the manner de- 
scribed, $3. 


PIANOS, (435 Broome St., New York. ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 
Wecan furnish newseven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


¢with Carpenter and_ Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 7 
octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 
rices for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
ice-lists sent to any address, 


BIBLE PICTURES, 
ON CARDS 
SIZE, 4} BY 3} INCHES. 











This is one of the most beautiful series of Scrip- 
ture Pictures that has yet been published. A de- 
scription of each event that is illustrated is printed 
on the back of the card, and teachers will find 
them both very useful and exceedingly attractive 
for distribution in theirclasses. The subjects are 
as follows: 


JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 
ELIJAH FED BY THE RAVENS. 
MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES., 
LITTLE SAMUEL AND ELI. 
ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC, 
CAIN SLAYING ABEL. 
MOSES SMITING THE ROCK. 
REBEKAH AT THE WELL. 

They are put up with ten packages, (80 cards,) in 
a neat box, for $2.50. A sample parcel will be sent 

by mail for 25 cents. 


TEACHER'S CLASS-BOOK: — 


IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS. 


This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school teachers certainly combines the advantages 
essed by all others. On the open page are blanks 
or recording the name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 
form an interesting record. By mail 19 cents, 





SCRIPTURE SCENES 


FOR THE 


abbath- }ychool. 





Exceedingly appropriate for Infant-Schools, 
beautiful for adorning the walis of the 
school-room, and very useful in giving 
Bible instruction. 


$1zk, 18 BY 18 INcnHES. $6 PER DOZEN. 





1, Ananias and Sapphira, 

2. The Apostle Paul and Lydia. 

8. The Apostle Paul at Athens. 

4, The Bereans and the Scriptures. 

6. Children of Israel Gathering Mdnna. 

6. The Child Timothy and the Holy Scriptures. 
7. David Slaying the Lion. 

8. David’s Charge to Solomon. 

9. David the Young Shepherd. 
10.. Eli and Samuel, 

1l. The Enemy Sowing Tares. 

12. The Good Samaritan. 

13. Jacob and the Coat of many Colors. 

14, Jacob Blessing the Sons of Joseph. 

15. Jacob’s Sons Returning from Egypt. 

16. The Little Captive Maid. 

17. The Man without the Wedding Garment. 
18. Mordecai Advanced to Honor. 

19. Moses Descending from Mount Sinai. 

20. Noah Leaving the Ark. 

21. Paul at Melita. 

. Peter and John Healing the Lame Man. 
. The Pharisee and Publican. 

. The Prodigal’s Resolwe. 

. The Prodigal’’s Return. 

. The Shepherds of Bethichem. 

27. The Sower. 

28. The Ten Virgins, 

29. Trial of Abrahams Faith. 
30. The Widow’s Oil Multiplied. 


SRERE 





These illustrations of eventful Bible-Scenes are 
exquisite specimens of printing in colors. Sent by 
mail on receipt of price. Sample 50 cts, 


LIBRARIANS: 


You will save time, labor and books, by using 





eck Syste™ 





And Cards, by means of which nearly 1,000,000 
books are now distributed. Send for circular 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


Charming Mounthiies for the Little Folks: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD'S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 
Samples of one or more senton receipt of astamp 
for postage, ..d subscriptions received by the pub- 
lishers of The Sunday-School Times. 





EXAMINE THIS 
CHEAP HYMN-BOOK, 


*A Few Notes from Songs of Gladness,”’ 


Is the title of asmall collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Masic, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published, It contains some delightful pleces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents per dozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 





Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 





= —— 
————=—= 


GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAYSCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school, 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 

“Search the Scriptures: forin them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
GILT, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


S@- Samples of either style sent post-paid for @ 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by 
R. G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints forthe Sunday-school teacher. It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. It also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a 
teacher, Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute itin theirschools. Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents. 


BLACKBOARD MANUAL. 


By SIEGFRIED & CLARK. 

This is acknowledged the best work on the sub- 
ject of Visible Illustrations of Bible Themes, It 
has been issued as a serial during 1869 in six 
consecutive numbers, They are now bound neatly 
in cloth for $1.50; by mail $1.62. A sample number 
in the serial form by mail for 25 cents, 

















THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YRAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of ortginal 
matier in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

“Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

“Yo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sube 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Wrritien receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

All jetters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PEHTILADELPHIA, PA. 














